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	   	   	   	   Mike’s Take On Designers  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  

What on earth do I need a designer for? You may have asked yourself in the past. Just about 
everything that has to do with your home would be my response at this point in my career. I 
was of the mindset that spending the time and money on a designer for a project wasn’t the 
best use of the money I’d allocated for a project…even for myself. I have changed my mind! I 
can’t put into words how valuable it is to any project to have someone assist you in designing 
your project. Landscape projects that include plantings and planting areas. Organizing your 
spaces for maximum efficiency and traffic flow. That addition you have been contemplating, 
knowing you need it but are just not sure? The right designer will help you make the decision to 
move in short order. Want to update your kitchen or bath? A designer is a MUST for these 
critical rooms in your home. Want to repaint? Great idea BUT what color pallet will drive your 
decisions to renovate, add on, or alter space for the next 5 years or so?  
 
Who should I use? This is a question only you can answer, unless you already have someone 
you know, trust, and are always amazed by the ideas and choices they provide you. Will they 
work with “your” schedule. Will they come to you unless it is absolutely necessary to meet at a 
design center or showroom of some sort. Will they work with your tastes to satisfy you or try to 
steer you in some uncomfortable direction? Consider interviewing several potential candidates 
before choosing the designer you want to work with. Ask for recent referrals and CALL them (at 
least 2 – 3). The design process should be fun and exiting and get you motivated to begin that 
project that you’ve been planning in the back of your head.  
 
Need a referral or two? I have them for you :)  
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Mike Forner’s Home Services:  
My mission is to treat your home with the same passion 
and attention to detail that I use on my own home. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Stay tuned next month as Mike highlights a part of your 
home that you never really see up close but is vital in 
keeping your pillow dry during a rainstorm…your roof! 
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Home remodeling brings return on investment 
 
Everyone wonders, "Is it worth the money to remodel my home?" Overall, the answer is, 
"Probably." But you should not expect to fully recover the amount of your investment. In 
2010, the National Association of Realtors said you can expect between 65 percent and 75 
percent back on the investment dollar. During the real estate boom, you could get 80 percent 
to 90 percent back when selling. As property values grow, percentages will rise.    
 
1. Home maintenance and repair projects: Do these first. If needed, replace or upgrade 
roofing, exterior paint, some windows, the furnace, and electrical amperage capacity (200 
amp or greater is best). An independent home inspector will be looking objectively at your 
home's condition if you decide to sell.   
 
2. Curb appeal projects: They are typically lower cost and create emotional appeal and a high 
ROI. The positive impact of a freshly edged, lush green lawn is significant. A pop of colorful 
annuals and ground-cover around trees draws attention from the road. A freshly painted front 
door is inviting, and shiny clean windows are a must.   
 
3. Neighborhood norm projects: It's remodeling that brings your home up to the level of 
others in the area with features buyers expect your home to have. If your neighborhood is 
mostly three bedroom homes with a full bath and three-quarter bath with a shower, and you 
have a three bedroom with a half bath, finding a way to add a shower will more than pay for 
itself.    
 
4. Kitchen counter upgrades can be had for less by installing attractive counters that have 
man-made materials rather than granite. Some are made by blending acrylic polymers and 
stone-derived materials. 

Upcoming	  Events	  In	  June	  That	  
Might	  Interest	  You…	  

	  

 
* Come	  check	  out	  the	  Artisan	  Market	  

located	  in	  the	  Historic	  Kerrytown	  District	  in	  
Downtown	  Ann	  Arbor.	  Market	  Hours:	  

May	  -‐	  December:	  Wednesday	  &	  Saturday,	  
7	  a.m.	  to	  3	  p.m.	  

May	  -‐	  September:	  Wednesday,	  4:30	  p.m.	  
to	  8:30	  p.m.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Flag	  Day	  on	  Thursday,	  June	  14th	  2012.	  
	  

*	  Ann	  Arbor	  Summer	  Festival	  Top	  Of	  The	  
Park	  happening	  June	  15th	  –	  July	  8th.	  For	  
more	  information	  and	  a	  list	  of	  events	  

please	  visit:	  
http://www.annarborsummerfestival.org/	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Father’s	  Day	  on	  Sunday,	  June	  17th	  2012.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  Detroit	  River	  Days	  Festival	  happening	  
June	  22	  –	  24,	  2012.	  The	  three-‐day	  festival,	  

presented	  by	  the	  Detroit	  Riverfront	  
Conservancy,	  features	  diverse	  and	  family-‐
friendly	  programming	  with	  favorites	  like	  
the	  tall	  ships,	  towering	  sand	  sculptures,	  
eco-‐friendly	  kids’	  activities	  and	  more	  all	  
celebrating	  Detroit’s	  maritime,	  ecological	  

and	  culinary	  culture,	  as	  well	  as	  live	  
concerts	  with	  performances	  by	  local,	  
national	  and	  international	  musicians.	  
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The History of Flag Day 
 
 

The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an 
annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ 
Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public 
School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of 
The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles 
and public addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically 
advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'.  
 
On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned 
appropriate ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day 
was later adopted by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the 
Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of the 
following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day.  
 

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the 
Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in 
authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and 
on that day, school children be assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag.  
 
Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of Philadelphia, 
directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and 
patriotic songs were sung and addresses delivered.  
 
In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as 
the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding 
of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school children's celebration of Flag Day in 
Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating.  
 
Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated 
words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, 
a symbol of yourself."  
 
Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established 
by the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after 
Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as 
National Flag Day. 

 

 

Directions	  
1. In a large skillet, brown the pork sausage and set aside. In 

the same skillet, brown the ground chuck steak. (Don’t 
forget to drain the grease off and discard.) 

 
2. In a large saucepan, combine the chuck steak, sausage, 

and water and simmer for 30 minutes. 
 

3. Add the remaining ingredients, except for the flower 
mixed with water, and simmer for 3 hours. 

 
4. Add the flower mixed with water, bring to a boil, and 

simmer for 5 minutes. 
 

5. Remove from heat and serve or let    
cool and serve later after warming. 

Ingredients	  
• 1 lb pork sausage 
• 2 lbs. coarsely ground chuck steak 
• 1 quart water – preferably distilled 
• 1 cup chopped onions 
• 2 8 oz cans tomato sauce 
• 4 cloves garlic, minced 
• ½ tsp. allspice 
• 2 whole cloves, crushed 
• 2 bay leaves 
• ½ oz unsweetened chocolate 
• 5 tbs. (or more!) chili powder 
• 2 tbs. cider vinegar 
• 2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
• ½ tsp. salt 
• 1 tsp. ground cumin 
• 1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
• 1 ½ tbs. flour mixed with ¼ cup of water 
• 2 15 oz cans of kidney beans 

	  
 

 

“Open Range” Chili  Recipe 
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Uplifting Quote of The 
Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
Reclaimed Wood               

 
When choosing hardwood flooring, using reclaimed wood adds a touch of antique, natural beauty to 
your home. 
 

Reclaimed lumber is wood taken for re-use. Most reclaimed lumber comes from timbers, siding, 
and decking rescued from old barns, factories and warehouses although some companies use 
wood from less traditional structures such as boxcars, coal mines and wine barrels. Reclaimed or 
antique lumber is used primarily for decoration in home building and is often used for siding, 
architectural details, cabinetry, furniture and flooring. 
 

Reclaimed lumber is popular for many reasons: the wood's unique appearance, its contribution to 
green building, the history of the wood's origins and the wood's physical characteristics such as 
grain strength, stability and durability. Reclaimed beams can be sawn into wider planks than the 
harvested lumber and many companies purport that their products are more stable than newly cut 
wood because reclaimed wood has been exposed to changes in humidity for far longer and 
therefore more stable, allowing them to be used with radiant heating systems. In some cases, the 
timbers from which the boards were cut have been slightly expanding and contracting for over a 
century in their previous installation. Radiant heat, with its low temperatures and even distribution 
affects the wood flooring the same way, but the impact is much less dramatic with antique wood 
than newly sawn wood because antique wood has already been through this cycle for years. 

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
How to win people to your way 
of thinking: 
 

In talking with people, don’t 
begin by discussing the things 
on which you differ. Begin by 
emphasizing the things on 
which you agree and that you 
are both striving for the same 
end and that your only 
difference is one of method and 
not of purpose. 
 

It is of the very greatest 
importance that a person be 
started in the affirmative 
direction. When you have said 
“No,” all your pride of 
personality demands that you 
remain consistent with yourself. 
 

When a person says, “No,” the 
entire organism – glandular, 
nervous, and muscular – 
gathers itself together into a 
condition of rejection. When a 
person says, “Yes,” the 
organism is in a forward 
moving, accepting, and open 
attitude. 
 

Principle 5: Get the other 
person saying, “Yes, yes” 
immediately. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

One day a husband decided to wash his               
sweatshirt. 
 
After he went to the laundry room, he shouted,           
“What setting do I use on the washing machine?” 
 
“It depends,” The wife replied. “What does it              
say on your sweatshirt?”” 
 
The husband yelled back, “University Of Michigan.” 
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That one out of every four recycled plastic bottles is made into carpet? 

That’s more than 3 billion bottles each year! Choose carpet made from 

renewable or recycled materials. 

  

 

 

“ A father is a guy who has pictures 

in his wallet where money used to 

be.“ 
 

~Author Unknown 

 
 


