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	   	   	   The	  4	  Most	  Vulnerable	  Areas	  Of	  Your	  Roof	  
          No matter if you are buying a new home or have been living in your home for years, there will come a time when a roof 
          inspection is necessary. Because the roof is exposed to all weather elements, it is the first line of defense when protecting 
          your home. From this point, it is essential that you make all the right decisions. A roof is one of the most critical systems of 
          your home. For this reason, you should do what you can to keep it in good condition at all times. Along with this, when a 
          repair or replacement is necessary you should never wait too long. 
 
          What should I expect from a Roof Inspection?  
          Know what you are inspecting. If you are going to inspect your own roof, you need to know what you are looking at. There 
          are four areas of the roof and attic that should be involved with a thorough roof inspection. 
 
          1) An exterior evaluation of the roof structure. This would include any defects in the roof structure; unevenness or sagging 
          could indicate there is a defect or poor construction. 
 
            2) The roof surface materials. The areas that would be inspected include the overall condition of the 
      shingles or roofing materials, granular wear & popped nails. Flashings around chimneys, dormers, valleys, 
      plumbing stacks, rusting voids or loose fasteners can be a cause for potential problems. 
 
      3) An interior investigation of the attic space. This will point out problems with attic ventilation,  
      damaged wood, and past or present leak sources. Rusted nails or stains around the roofing nails that  
      penetrate the roof deck (visible from the attic) or in extreme conditions black mold would indicate a  
      potential venting problem. If insulation was added there is a chance that the intake (from the lower part of 
      the roof aka “the soffit”) could be obstructed. 
 
      A ventilation calculation should be conducted to insure the attic space has the required airflow. Bathroom 
      fans and plumbing stacks should also be checked to make sure they are properly connected and vented 
      directly to the outside. Most of this inspection should be performed from the attic hatch. You don’t want
      to risk your safety or damage the insulation. If you walk on the insulation it will compress and decrease its 
      effectiveness. One missed step and you could find yourself through the ceiling. :(  
 
      4) All the interior ceilings below the attic. The final stage of the inspection would include looking for 
      clues that might suggest current or past history of leaks or ventilation problems. In order for a ceiling to 
      show signs of water or frost damage, there would have been damage to the insulation and ceiling. It would 
      be important to understand the source of the problem and how it was solved to ensure the problem no 
      longer exists. For example, an ice dam problem. Many insurance companies will pay to fix the interior but 
      do nothing to repair the exterior. After the snow melts and the problem goes away it could be long  
      forgotten until the next serious snow fall. 
 
      In some cases, it is easy for anybody to recognize a problem. For example, a missing shingle is easy to 
      diagnose from the ground. That being said, other issues are much more detailed and may only be caught 
      by the trained eye of a professional. 
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Fall Home Renovation Projects 
 

After summer holidays are over and the heat and humidity subsides, it’s a good time to start home 
renovation and preparation projects before the cold weather sets in. Flowerbeds can be cut down, 
lawns fertilized for the last time and windows washed. Here are five projects that are perfect for cool 
fall days. 
 
Insulate Exposed Plumbing: 
Uninsulated plumbing lines in unheated spaces are a major cause of power use, as the water heater 
must work extra hard to heat water. It can also cause pipes to freeze and burst if you live in an area 
that dips below the freezing mark in the winter. Have all your plumbing lines checked to identify 
those that are outside or underneath the house, or are in an unheated basement or attic. Foam wrap 
is ideal for insulating pipe heating cables and hot or cold water pipes. It stops cold water pipes from 
sweating and reduces heat loss from hot water pipes. Have all exposed pipes wrapped to save on 
energy when the days start getting colder. Remove hoses from outside sillcocks. 
 

Roof Work: 
Once all the autumn leaves have fallen, cleaning out the                
roof gutters will save you from building up ice dams that                 
can damage the roof in the winter. Have gutters checked            for 
any holes or other damage and have them repaired              
before heavy snow makes them worse. Have any            
shingles that are curling or flashing that is coming loose              
fixed. Also, if the roof is in bad shape, have it assessed as to whether or not the roof needs to be 
replaced before winter or can wait until spring. 
 

Upgrade Doors and Windows: 
If you have old, single-pane windows, you will lose significant amount of heat in the wintertime. 
Having old windows replaced with energy-efficient, double-paned upgrades can pay for itself quickly 
in heat savings. Have all exterior doors checked to ensure that they are insulated and that there are 
no gaps or cracks between the doors and the frames that could let heat out. If you have weather 
stripping around doors, make sure it is intact and in good shape. If it’s not, have it replaced before 
the cold weather sets in. 
 

The Bottom Line: 
Fall is an important transition season for home improvement projects. With the cold of winter 
coming, getting the house and yard prepared will save you money in the long run. 

 

 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
That Might Interest 
You… 
 

*2011 MLB Division Series will 
begin on Friday, September 30th 
and the World Series will begin 
on Wednesday, October 19th. GO 
TIGERS!!!! 
 
*Oktoberfest on Wednesday, 
October 5th. Located on the roof 
of Big Georges Home Appliance 
Mart on 2023 W. Stadium in Ann 
Arbor at 5:30pm. Weather 
permitting. 
 

 
*Tecumseh’s Appleumpkin 
Festival on October 8th – 9th. 
Located: In Downtown 
Tecumseh, MI. For more 
information call (517) 424-6003. 
 
*Remodelers Home Tour from 
October 21st-23rd. Friday: 3pm-
7pm, Saturday: 10am-6pm, and 
Sunday: 12pm-6pm. Go to 
www.bragannarbor.com for more 
information. 
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Scrumpdillyicious Stew 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
Stew is the quintessential comfort food. There is something about the rich sauce, tender meat, and flavor-infused 
vegetables that warms the soul and nourishes the body. The versatile, virtually one-pot meal works both for family nights 
and entertaining. Best of all, stews are simple to make; success just depends on following a few simple but important 
steps.  
 
1. Use the Right Equipment 
Although no fancy equipment is needed to make a good stew, it's great if you have a Dutch oven. These are heavy cast-
iron or stainless steel pots with tight-fitting lids. Some of the best are cast-iron with an enameled coating. The enamel 
prevents any reaction that might occur between ingredients and metal that could give your stew an off flavor, and it keeps 
the cast iron from retaining the scent or flavor of stews past. Two other good-to-have tools: tongs work well for flipping 

the meat as it browns, and a flat-edged wooden spatula is good for deglazing.  
 
2. Choose the Right Cuts of Meat 
If cuts are too lean, the meat might end up tough in the stew.  
Beef: For beef stew, purchase readily available beef stew meat. These chunks of beef come from tougher parts of the cow-the shoulder, leg, and butt-which are 
sometimes collectively referred to as "chuck." As they simmer over low heat, they become tender and offer great flavor to the stew.  
Lamb: For lamb stews, purchase a boned leg of lamb, trim it well, and cut into cubes. A friendly butcher might even do this for you. Or look for lamb stew meat, which 
is usually cut-up scraps from leg of lamb. Meat from the leg adds great flavor to any stew.  
Pork: When searching for pork for stews, seek out pork shoulder, often called Boston butt pork roast, which is a fattier cut with a lot of flavor that needs to cook for a 
long time. Or choose lean pork tenderloin, which becomes tender in a shorter amount of time.  
Chicken: Use a combination of boneless, skinless chicken breasts and thighs for chicken stews. The breast meat has a pleasantly firm texture, while the thighs offer 
meaty richness similar to that of pork.  
 
3. Sauté the Aromatics 
Begin the cooking process by sautéing onions, garlic, leeks, or shallots until golden brown. The caramelized, browned surface on these aromatics infuses the stew with 
rich flavor and fragrance. Remove from the pan once browned.  
 
4. Dredge in Flour 
Dredging the meat-placing the pieces in a bowl of flour, tossing to coat, then shaking off the excess-results in a tasty crust. When the meat is seared, the flour coating 
cooks quickly, sealing juices inside the meat. It also makes an instant mini roux that sticks to the bottom of the pan-a roux being a flour-and-fat combo that thickens 
stews.  
 
5. Brown the Meat 
Brown the meat to create a delicious crust that locks in juices and establishes flavorful browned bits that stick to the 
bottom of the pan. Make sure there is a thin layer of oil in the bottom of the pan. Cook the meat over medium-high heat, 
so the edges of the meat quickly sear and brown, but the meat remains uncooked. Brown the meat in batches so as not to 
overcrowd the pan; if the pan is too crowded, the meat will steam and not brown. Don't worry if the bottom of the pan 
develops a thick dark brown coating-as long as it does not burn. You actually want this to occur; the browned bits will 
add a deep richness to the gravy. Remove the browned meat from the pan so you can deglaze.  
 
6. Deglaze the Pan 
Deglazing refers to the process of adding liquid, usually wine, to the pan, and boiling while scraping up the browned 
bits on the bottom of the pan. The browned bits dissolve and add flavor to the gravy. 
  
7. Keep the Heat Low 
After you return the meat and aromatics to the pan and cover them with the desired liquid, it is very important that the stew must simmer, and not boil. As mentioned, 
stews are best made with tougher cuts of meat. Slowly cooking stew over low heat so the liquid barely simmers breaks tissues down into tender morsels. If cooked too 
fast, the meat will become overly firm and tough. 
  
8. Add Vegetables Later 
It's best to add vegetables such as potatoes and carrots to stews after the meat has had a chance to cook for a while. This ensures that the meat will be fork tender, while 
the vegetables retain their shape and character without becoming overcooked.  
 

 
Stew Recipe

 

Ingredients:	  
• 1 yellow onion, sliced  
• 1 cup cherry tomatoes, quartered  
• 3 celery ribs, sliced  
• 1 cup sliced carrots 
• 2 cups green beans  
• 2 cups sliced mushrooms  
• 2 lbs beef stew meat  
• ½ cup flour  

 

Directions:	  
1. Use a 6-quart slow cooker. 

2. Add all the vegetables into the cooker. 

3. Dredge the meat in flour, and add to the crock. 

4. Discard any remaining flour. 

5. Add the dry seasonings, Worcestershire sauce, wine, 
and beef broth; cover and cook on LOW for 8-12 hours. 

 

 
• 1 teaspoon black pepper  
• ½ teaspoon dried rosemary  
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder  
• 1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce  
• ¼ cup dry red wine  
• 2 (15 ounce) cans beef broth 
• ½ teaspoon kosher salt 
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Uplifting Quote of 
The Month 

 

“Patience and perseverance have a 

magical effect before which 

difficulties disappear and obstacles 

vanish.” 

 

~ John Quincy Adams  

 Wise Home Owner Tip 
Get	  rid	  of	  carpet	  stains	  and	  odors	  

	  
Pet	  odors	  and	  wine	  stains	  can	  present	  special	  problems	  for	  homeowners.	  Here	  are	  some	  tips,	  tricks,	  
and	  homemade	  solutions	  for	  keeping	  stains	  and	  odors	  from	  permanently	  ruining	  carpets	  and	  rugs:	  
	  
Pet	  Odors:	  
The	  problem	  of	  an	  occasional	  accident	  by	  Kitty	  or	  Fido	  can	  be	  solved	  with	  a	  homemade	  solution	  of	  
water,	  white	  vinegar	  (do	  not	  use	  cider	  vinegar	  because	  it	  will	  stain)	  and	  baking	  soda.	  First,	  dab	  up	  as	  
much	  of	  the	  dog	  or	  cat	  urine	  as	  possible.	  Then	  apply	  a	  mixture	  of	  one	  part	  white	  vinegar	  to	  three	  parts	  
water	  and	  saturate	  the	  area.	  Next,	  pour	  a	  generous	  amount	  of	  baking	  soda	  and	  work	  it	  into	  the	  spot	  
with	  a	  soft	  brush.	  Once	  the	  area	  is	  dry,	  vacuum	  thoroughly.	  If	  there	  is	  any	  hint	  of	  odor	  remaining,	  
repeat	  the	  process	  or	  the	  dog	  or	  cat	  may	  return	  to	  the	  scene	  of	  the	  crime.	  	  
	  
Wine	  Stains:	  
The	  bane	  of	  may	  homeowners;	  wine	  stains	  require	  immediate	  action	  to	  achieve	  optimum	  results.	  First,	  
dab	  (do	  not	  rub)	  the	  stain	  immediately	  with	  a	  dry	  cloth	  or	  paper	  towel.	  Quickly	  add	  one	  of	  several	  
ingredients	  that	  have	  proven	  effective	  at	  keeping	  the	  stain	  from	  setting	  permanently.	  These	  include	  
white	  wine,	  club	  soda,	  or	  table	  salt.	  	  Next,	  add	  a	  tablespoon	  of	  carpet	  shampoo	  to	  a	  cup	  of	  hydrogen	  
peroxide	  (test	  for	  color	  fastness	  first)	  and	  pour	  onto	  the	  stain,	  dabbing	  with	  a	  damp	  sponge	  until	  the	  
wine	  stain	  begins	  to	  fade.	  When	  completely	  gone,	  dab	  the	  spot	  with	  clean	  water	  and	  soak	  up	  with	  
paper	  towels	  to	  speed	  drying.	  
	  
Again,	  Quick	  action	  is	  necessary	  to	  keep	  stains	  from	  forming	  permanently.	  If	  all	  else	  fails,	  deep	  steam	  
cleaning	  and	  other	  techniques	  used	  by	  carpet	  cleaning	  professionals	  will	  result	  in	  getting	  rid	  of	  most	  
stains	  and	  odors	  from	  rugs	  and	  carpets.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
Six Ways To Make People 
Like You: 
 
One of the simplest, most 
obvious and most important 
ways of gaining good will is 
by remembering names and 
making people feel 
important. The average 
person is more interested in 
his or her own name than all 
the other names on earth 
put together. Remember 
that name and you have paid 
a subtle effective 
complement, but forget it or 
misspell it – and you have 
placed yourself at a sharp 
disadvantage. 
 
Principle 3: Remember that 
a person’s name is, to that 
person, the sweetest and 
most important sound in any 
language. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
The	  strong	  young	  man	  at	  the	  construction	  site	  was	  bragging	  that	  he	  could	  outdo	  
anyone	  in	  a	  feat	  of	  strength.	  He	  made	  a	  special	  case	  of	  making	  fun	  of	  one	  of	  the	  
older	  workmen.	  After	  several	  minutes,	  the	  older	  worker	  had	  had	  enough.	  
	  
“Why	  don’t	  you	  put	  your	  money	  where	  your	  mouth	  is,”	  he	  said,	  “I	  will	  bet	  a	  
week’s	  wages	  that	  I	  can	  haul	  something	  in	  a	  wheelbarrow	  over	  to	  that	  outbuilding	  
that	  you	  won’t	  be	  able	  to	  haul	  back.”	  
	  
“You’re	  on,	  old	  man,”	  the	  braggart	  replied.	  “Let’s	  see	  what	  you	  got.”	  
	  
The	  old	  man	  reached	  out	  and	  grabbed	  the	  wheelbarrow	  by	  the	  handles.	  Then,	  
nodding	  to	  the	  young	  man,	  he	  said,	  “All	  right.	  Get	  in.”	  
	  
	  
 
 

 
 

“We should be aware of the magic 
contained in a name...” 

 

~ Dale Carnegie 

 
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
That you can coat your key with a light film of machine oil, 
WD40, or graphite to loosen up a stubborn lock? Don’t have 
any graphite? Rub the key with the lead of a pencil instead. 
 
 

  

 


