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Fall Fire Safety Tips: 
 

As summer turns to fall, it’s a good idea to refresh your memory on fall fire safety tips. Some 
safety tips are the same regardless of the time of year, but many safety concerns are seasonal, 
particularly those that involve keeping your home warm. 
 

Fireplace Safety Tips:  
§ Get your chimney inspected each year to make sure that it is safe. 
§ Have any cracks in your fireplace repaired. 
§ Use fireplace screens to keep sparks and fire debris inside the fireplace. 
§ Never use gasoline to start a fire in the fireplace. 
§ Never leave a fire unattended. 
§ Make sure that combustible materials are not stored within three feet of your fireplace. 
§ For natural gas fireplaces, get all connections and lines inspected before use each 

season. 
§ Remember that outdoor fireplaces can be just as dangerous as indoor units, and 

observe all safety precautions when using them. 
 

Space Heater Safety Tips: 
§ Make sure that any space heaters are surrounded by at least three feet of empty 

space. 
§ Never place clothing or any other objects on a space heater to dry. 
§ Do not place space heaters near furniture or drapery. 
§ Turn space heaters off when you leave the house or go to bed. 
§ Avoid storing any combustible items near heaters. 

 

Central Heating System Safety Tips: 
§ Get your central heating system cleaned, inspected and serviced by a certified HVAC 

(heating, venting and air conditioning) contractor every year before using it. 
§ If you have a gas heater, make sure that you have a sufficient quantity of full 

functioning carbon monoxide detectors properly placed in your home. 
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Fall Home Energy Savings Tips:  
Preparing To Heat Your Home For The Winter! 

 

Winter means Christmas, cold air and higher gas & electric bills. Winter is the season when 
gas & electric bills skyrocket and our heating systems consume the biggest portion of our 
energy bills. Fortunately, we have the whole fall to prepare for it.  Use these tips to reduce 
your energy costs this winter: 
 

The Furnace – The furnace will work extra hard if the filter is full of dirt. This will equate to 
energy waste since the furnace will consume more power against the service it brings. To 
avoid this, have your filter cleaned or replaced and your furnace checked for any 
necessary repairs. A clean filter saves you approximately 5% on heating costs. 
 

The Ducts – Small leaks in ducts will certainly result in heat loss so make sure you have 
them checked regularly. Occasionally ducts are located in unheated places, which is 
another reason heat may be lost, so you should have them insulated if possible. Leaking 
ducts work 30% more on your heating system so make sure they are sealed and secure. 
 

The Fireplace – Getting the fireplace ready will certainly             
yield you better savings; and fall is the best time to have              
your fireplace cleaned and repaired. Make sure that the           
damper is tightly sealed when not in use. A small space                  
or gap would let the cold air rush in and send the warm                  
air out. When you decide to use the fireplace, you can                
turn down your furnace or heater. This will save on heating costs. 
 

Solar Heat – You do not need to have solar panels on your roof to use the sun as a 
source of heat. All you have to do is use open drapes during the day to help warm your 
room without using as much energy. Just close them at night to keep the warm air inside. 
Reducing the use of the heating system during the day can save you up to 10% on your 
energy consumption. 
 

The Openings – Openings, gaps & cracks on your exterior doors & windows will let the 
cold air outside come in and the warm air inside go out. Have these openings adjusted or 
sealed with sealant or weather stripping. This will help reduce the work of the heating 
system immensely. 
 

The Thermostat – A programmable thermostat will let you set your desired room 
temperature on a specific period of the day. A centralized heating system will give you the 
ultimate control on the temperature of every room. Both will save you on your heating 
costs. A centigrade lower on your heating system will let you save as much as 5% on your 
heating costs. 
 

The Water Heater – Have your water heater inspected to make sure that it is working 
properly and doesn’t need any repairs. Make sure it is set at the correct temperature, 
between 120 to 140 degrees Fahrenheit. Excessive sediment buildup in the bottom of the 
tank will greatly reduce the unit’s efficiency. 
 

No matter what type of device you use to heat your home, making sure your heating 
devices and/or systems are in good working order is an important part of being safe, 
reducing energy costs and staying warm during the cold winter season.  
  

 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
That Might Interest You… 

 

*Kerrytown’s Annual Holiday Open 
House kicks off the season with 
live music, art demonstrations and 
crafts for the kids, holiday treats 
and great pre-holiday sales.  On 
Sunday, the 13th the shops open 
from 10am until 6pm & festivities 
run from 11am until 4pm. Located 
in the Historic Kerrytown District in 
Downtown Ann Arbor. 
 

*6th Annual Metro Detroit 

Veterans Day Parade on the 5th. 
Located on Woodward Avenue 
South to Hart Plaza. From 12pm to 
3pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Annual Thanksgiving Day football 

game on the 24th. The Detroit 
Lions vs. The Greenbay Packers at 
12:30pm. 
 

*Saline Craft Show is a fantastic 

school show with over 250 crafters 
that make jewelry, clothing, wood, 
pottery, calligraphy, and much 
more. Located at the Saline 
Middle School on N. Maple Rd on 
the 12th. From 8:00am to 3:30pm  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Go Lions!!!! 
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    Thanksgiving at Plymouth 
           In September 1620, a small ship called the Mayflower left Plymouth,  
           England, carrying 102 passengers—an assortment of religious separatists 
           seeking a new home where they could freely practice their faith and other 
           individuals lured by the promise of prosperity and land ownership in the 
           New World. After a treacherous and uncomfortable crossing that lasted 66 
           days, they dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod, far north of their 
intended destination at the mouth of the Hudson River. One month later, the Mayflower crossed Massachusetts Bay, 
where the Pilgrims, as they are now commonly known, began the work of establishing a village at Plymouth. 
 
Throughout that first brutal winter, most of the colonists remained on board the ship, where they suffered from 
exposure, scurvy and outbreaks of contagious disease. Only half of the Mayflower’s original passengers and crew 
lived to see their first New England spring. In March, the remaining settlers moved ashore, where they received an 
astonishing visit from an Abenaki Indian who greeted them in English. Several days later, he returned with another 
Native American, Squanto, a member of the Pawtuxet tribe who had been kidnapped by an English sea captain and 
sold into slavery before escaping to London and returning to his homeland on an exploratory expedition. Squanto 
taught the Pilgrims, weakened by malnutrition and illness, how to cultivate corn, extract sap from            
maple trees, catch fish in the rivers and avoid poisonous plants. He also helped the settlers              
forge an alliance with the Wampanoag, a local tribe, which would endure for more than 50              
years and tragically remains one of the sole examples of harmony between European          
colonists and Native Americans. 
 
In November 1621, after the Pilgrims’ first corn harvest proved successful, Governor     
William Bradford organized a celebratory feast and invited a group of the fledgling colony’s             
Native American allies, including the Wampanoag chief Massasoit. Now remembered as       
American’s “first Thanksgiving”—although the Pilgrims themselves may not have used the term at the time—the 
festival lasted for three days. While no record exists of the historic banquet’s exact menu, the Pilgrim chronicler 
Edward Winslow wrote in his journal that Governor Bradford sent four men on a “fowling” mission in preparation 
for the event, and that the Wampanoag guests arrived bearing five deer. Historians have suggested that many of the 
dishes were likely prepared using traditional Native American spices and cooking methods. Because the Pilgrims 
had no oven and the Mayflower’s sugar supply had dwindled by the fall of 1621, the meal did not feature pies, cakes 
or other desserts, which have become a hallmark of contemporary celebrations. 
 
 
 

 

 

Tyler Florence’s Sage Butter 
 

My sister Nici and I have been cooking Thanksgiving 

dinner together for the last five years or so. We use this 

easy-to-prepare sage butter recipe every year. Not only does 

it leave your turkey tasting incredibly moist and 

flavorful, it also leaves your turkey looking like it was 

taken right out of the pages of a Better Homes & Gardens 

Magazine. Try it and enjoy! 

~Danielle Forner 

 Sage Butter Recipe: 
 
 

 Directions: 
Combine all ingredients 
and rub under the skin of 
your turkey prior to 
cooking. Cook turkey 
according to package 
directions. 
 

Ingredients: 
2 sticks of butter softened 
¼ cup of fresh chopped 
sage 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 

Did	  You	  Know?	  
Lobster, seal and 

swans were on the 
Pilgrims' menu. 
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Uplifting Quote 
of The Month 

 

“Thanksgiving Day comes, by 
statute, once a year; to the 
honest man it comes as 
frequently as the heart of 
gratitude will allow.”  

 
~Edward Sandford Martin 

 

  

 Wise Home Owner Tip 
Avoid A Thanksgiving Visit From The Plumber 

 

As Thanksgiving approaches, turkeys aren't the only ones in imminent danger; your drains 
are in jeopardy too. The big clog culprits are grease, potato peelings, rice, poultry skin, 
celery and stuffing down the garbage disposal. 
 

Use these smart plumbing tips to help get your drains through the holidays free and 
clear: 
 

- Do not put fats and cooking oil into pipes. They'll turn solid and create clogs. 
Instead, use paper towels to wipe grease from pots, and then toss the towels in the trash. 
 

- Avoid putting stringy, fibrous or starchy waste in the garbage disposal. You 
might not think these foods are dangerous to drains, but they are. Poultry skins, potato peels, 
celery and fruit, for instance, cannot be sufficiently broken down and can cause clogs. 
 

- Make sure the disposal is running when you put food into it. Don't wait until it's 
full to turn it on. 
 

- Run lots of water as you use the garbage disposal. Keep the water running for a 
bit of time after you turn it off. 
 

- Use the garbage can. To protect your drains even more, forgo use of the garbage 
disposal as much as possible and toss food waste into the trashcan. And if a pig farmer lives 
nearby who wants your food scraps, this is one day when you can be thankful for that. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
Six Ways To Make People 
Like You: 
 
Many people fail to make a 
favorable impression 
because they don’t listen 
attentively. 
 

The people you are talking to 
are a hundred times more 
interested in themselves and 
their wants and problems 
than they are in you and 
your problems…Think about 
that the next time you start 
a conversation. 
 

If you aspire to be a good 
conversationalist, be an 
attentive listener. To be 
interesting, be interested. 
 
Principle 4: Be a good 
listener. Encourage others to 
talk about themselves. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
	  

	  
	  
 
 

 
 

“…and so I had him thinking of me as 
a good conversationalist when, in 

reality, I had been merely a good listener 
and had encouraged him to talk.” 

 
~ Dale Carnegie 

 
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
That you can apply lemon juice to your hands to remove the 
smell of onion, fish, and other odors? Also, a lemon ground up 
in your garbage disposal unit will remove any odors in it. 
 
 

  

Don’t Forget to… 

 


