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Is	  Radiant	  Heat	  The	  Right	  Choice	  For	  Your	  Home?	  
 

Are you designing a home from scratch or even building an addition onto an existing 
home? Either affords a rare opportunity. You get to decide not only how the living space 
will look, but also how it will feel—drafty or uniformly comfortable, chilly or pleasantly 
warm. Depending on where you live, the heating system you select might mean the 
difference between annual dissatisfaction and total contentment. Unlike a wall color that 
can be altered countless times with relative ease, an HVAC system is a decision 
homeowners have to live with for decades. So now is the time to ensure your comfort 
for years to come. 
 

Growing up with, and mainly having been exposed to, one or another traditional heating 
system, most of us are accustomed to living with the real limitations of radiators, 
baseboards, and forced-air vents. Unfamiliar with the alternative, it's as if we take for 
granted that home heating has to be hit-and-miss. Well, just as other technologies have 
advanced by leaps and bounds, HVAC has advanced too. And though it's been around, 
in one form or another, for thousands of years, radiant heating has improved to the 
point of becoming a viable whole-home option well worth your consideration. 

 

Increasing numbers of consumers are 
choosing radiant heating for a host of 
reasons—its unparalleled energy 
efficiency, for example, or its indoor 
air quality benefits. But most 
important of all is the total comfort 
that radiant heating affords. Its 
"everywhere" warmth produces a 
qualitatively different experience than 
traditional systems provide. Indeed, 
radiant heating may change all your 
ideas about what home heating is 
and can be. 

Continued on page 2… 
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Upcoming	  Events	  In	  August	  
That	  Might	  Interest	  You…	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  August	  is	  National	  Immunization	  
Awareness	  Month.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Thursday,	  August	  13th	  is	  International	  
Left-‐Handers	  Day!	  

	  
*Ypsilanti	  Street	  Festival	  on	  Aug	  14,	  at	  

6:30	  PM	  located	  at	  Liberty	  Plaza,	  
downtown	  Ypsilanti	  

	  

Enjoy	  live	  music,	  local	  food	  specials,	  and	  
free	  vintage	  car	  parking	  on	  Michigan	  
Avenue!	  Be	  sure	  to	  visit	  B-‐24’s	  Café	  to	  
enjoy	  World	  War	  II	  memorabilia	  and	  
have	  an	  ice	  cream	  cone	  or	  milkshake!	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
*	  The	  Ann	  Arbor	  Farmers	  Market	  is	  in	  
the	  heart	  of	  the	  historic	  Kerrytown	  

neighborhood	  of	  Ann	  Arbor.	  	  
	  

Hours:	  
May	  -‐	  December,	  Wednesdays	  &	  

Saturdays	  |	  7	  a.m.	  -‐	  3	  p.m.	  
June	  -‐	  October,	  Wednesdays	  |	  4	  -‐	  8	  p.m.	  

	  
*Not	  long	  until	  the	  “Harbaugh	  Era”	  of	  
Michigan	  Football	  officially	  begins	  

against	  Utah	  on	  9/3	  at	  6:30pm.	  Go	  Blue!	  
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EVEN HEAT 
 

In a room with a radiator, baseboard, or duct register—that is to say, in most 
rooms in America—it’s warmest right near the heat source and cooler farther away. 
That's why you may find yourself needing a sweater when you're lying on the sofa, 
and then wanting to shed the extra layer when you're sitting at the desk. Because 
radiant heating installs beneath the flooring, it delivers warmth across virtually 
every square inch of space. So when occupying different parts of a room, or when 
moving from one room to the next, you can always expect the temperature to 
remain the same. In the end, you simply stop noticing the heat's on. 
 

In contrast, traditional systems constantly call attention to themselves. Take, for 
instance, today’s most common type of heating—forced air. When the system 
kicks on, heat roars into the room and continues for a period of time before 
grinding to a halt. Then, some minutes later, when the room has cooled down to a 
threshold point, another loud blast invades. With radiant, there are no blasts and 
no variations—simply steady, even, all-encompassing heat. Plus, whereas other 
systems make enough noise to interrupt conversation or wake you up at night, 
radiant heating operates in complete silence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AIR QUALITY 
 

Some people assume home heating has to involve dust and dry air. That's not the 
case, although it may be what these people are used to. After all, forced-air 
systems kick up a lot of dust. Though intended to circulate warm air, ductwork also 
ends up distributing dust and other allergens, sometimes even spreading germs. In 
addition, ducted heating tends to lower the humidity level, in effect drying out the 
indoor air and creating stuffy, scratchy conditions. 
 

Radiant heating is a breath of fresh air, by comparison. Because the system heats 
the home from panels installed beneath flooring, there's zero ductwork. That 
means a dramatic reduction in the number of airborne particles potentially 
exacerbating allergies or causing discomfort. At the same time, radiant heating 
operates in a way that does nothing to detract from the moisture content of the air, 
so you can say goodbye to those red eyes and that sore throat! 
 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 

Traditional heating systems are notorious for their inefficient design. Forced-air 
heating offers a prime example: As warm air journeys from the furnace to the 
conditioned space, there's ample opportunity for the heat to be lost, even if it's 
only through the joints that connect two sections of ductwork. To make up for the 
lost heat, the furnace must work harder—that is, consume more energy—to 
maintain the target temperature. So you're essentially paying for the system to 
work overtime to correct its own flaws. Radiant heating, on the other hand, 
maximizes energy savings by minimizing heat loss. 
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 How	  To	  Beat	  The	  End	  Of	  Summer	  Blues	  
 

Summer	   is	   the	   season	   of	   BBQs,	   bathing	   suits…	   and	   the	   blues?	   Just	   because	  
summer	  is	  ending	  doesn’t	  mean	  your	  good	  mood	  has	  to	  as	  well.	  Sure,	  those	  lazy	  
days	   will	   be	   less	   frequent,	   and	   the	   cold	   weather	   will	   force	   you	   to	   layer	   on	  
clothing,	  but	  as	   the	  seasons	  change	  there	   is	  a	   lot	   to	   look	   forward	  to!	  Here	  are	  
tips	  on	  how	  to	  get	  back	  into	  the	  swing	  of	  things,	  and	  remember,	  summer	  isn’t	  a	  
limited	  time	  offer;	  it	  will	  be	  back	  next	  year!	  
	  
1.	   Snapshot	   of	   summer:	   Curing	   yourself	   of	   the	   summer	   blues	   doesn’t	  mean	  
you	  have	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  your	  summer	  memories.	  Put	  your	   favorite	  picture	   from	  
this	   summer	   in	   a	   frame,	   set	   summer	   photos	   as	   the	   screensaver	   on	   your	  
computer,	  or	  create	  a	  summer	  scrapbook.	  Not	  only	  will	  this	  make	  the	  transition	  
easier,	  but	  it	  will	  also	  be	  a	  nice	  keepsake	  to	  look	  back	  on.	  
	  
2.	  Throw	  a	  party:	  We’ve	  all	  heard	  the	  saying,	  “go	  out	  with	  a	  bang,”	  so	  why	  not	  
apply	   those	   words	   of	   wisdom	   to	   the	   summertime?	   You	  may	   be	   sad	   that	   the	  
sunny	  season	  is	  ending,	  but	  you	  can’t	  stop	  it.	  So,	  instead	  of	  moping	  around	  the	  
house,	  put	  your	  time	  and	  energy	  into	  one	  last	  summer	  event.	  Enjoy	  all	  of	  your	  
favorite	   summer	   drinks	   and	   foods	   as	   you	   reminisce	   with	   friends	   and	   family	  
about	  the	  great	  summer	  you	  had!	  

	  
3.	  Get	  a	  good	  night’s	   sleep:	   Sleep	  deprivation	   can	   lead	   to	  moodiness.	  Without	   sleep,	   concentration	  and	  motivation	  are	  minimized	  while	  
feelings	  of	  irritation	  are	  heightened.	  So	  make	  sure	  you	  get	  in	  the	  full	  8	  hours	  –	  your	  body	  will	  feel	  refreshed,	  your	  goals	  will	  be	  accomplished,	  
and	  you	  will	  beat	  those	  blues	  in	  no	  time.	  
	  
4.	  Clean	  out	  your	  closet:	  There	  is	  no	  better	  time	  to	  revamp	  your	  wardrobe	  than	  the	  end	  of	  a	  season.	  Go	  through	  your	  closet	  and	  get	  rid	  of	  
those	  items	  you	  have	  not	  worn	  in	  years.	  Getting	  rid	  of	  old	  items	  will	  be	  liberating	  and	  it	  will	  also	  give	  you	  the	  chance	  to	  indulge	  in	  some	  retail	  
therapy!	  Now	  you	  will	  have	  space	  in	  your	  closet	  for	  a	  new	  colorful	  scarf	  or	  a	  cozy	  sweater	  to	  get	  you	  excited	  for	  the	  colder	  months	  ahead.	  
	  
5.	  Go	  on	  a	  “staycation”:	  Even	  though	  summer	  is	  ending,	  your	  ability	  to	  relax	  should	  not.	  You	  may	  not	  have	  the	  time	  for	  a	  leisurely	  vacation	  
at	  a	  picturesque	  hotspot,	  but	  who	  ever	  said	  your	  home	  couldn’t	  provide	  a	  wonderful	  vacation	  for	  you?	  Schedule	  a	  day	  for	  total	  relaxation	  –	  
do	  no	  housework,	  take	  no	  calls,	  and	  just	  pamper	  yourself.	  
	  
6.	  Don’t	   forget	   fun:	  A	  busier	   schedule	  and	   less	  downtime	  doesn’t	  mean	  you	  should	  sacrifice	   fun.	  Go	   to	  a	  new	  place	   for	  dinner	  with	  your	  
significant	  other	  or	  plan	  a	  monthly	  movie	  night	  with	  some	  friends.	  If	  you	  are	  really	  missing	  summer,	  keep	  yourself	  motivated	  throughout	  the	  
year	  by	  planning	  a	  trip	  for	  next	  summer.	  Before	  you	  know	  it,	  the	  sun	  will	  be	  beaming	  down	  on	  your	  smiling	  face!	  
 

      
 
 
 

 

Directions:	  
For the Cake: 

1. Combine first 3 ingredients in a medium saucepan over medium 
heat, stirring until butter melts. Remove from heat. 

2. Combine flour, sugar, and baking soda in a large bowl; stir in 
butter mixture. Add eggs, and stir until blended. Stir in 
buttermilk, vanilla, and marshmallows. 

3. Pour into a lightly greased 13- x 9-inch baking pan. Bake at 350º 
for 25 to 30 minutes or until a pick inserted in center comes out 
clean. Remove from oven; spread Chocolate Coca-Cola Icing 
over warm cake. 

4. Note: Prepare the icing during the last 10 minutes of baking so it 
is ready to spoon onto the warm cake. 

 
For the icing: 

1. Combine first 3 ingredients in a medium saucepan over medium 
heat, stirring until butter melts. Remove from heat; stir in 
powdered sugar, vanilla, and pecans. Spoon immediately over 
warm cake. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Ingredients:	  	  
For the Cake: 

• 1 cup butter  
• 1/3 cup cocoa  
• 1 cup cola soft drink  
• 2 cups all-purpose flour  
• 1 1/3 cups sugar  
• 1 teaspoon baking soda  
• 2 large eggs  
• 1/2 cup buttermilk  
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
• 1 1/2 cups miniature marshmallows  

 

For The Icing 
• 1/2 cup butter  
• 1/4 cup cocoa  
• 1/3 cup cola soft drink  
• 3 cups powdered sugar  
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract  
• 1 cup chopped pecans  

 

Chocolate Coca-Cola Cake 
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Uplifting	  Quote	  of	  The	  
Month	  

 
 

The most difficult thing is the 

decision to act, the rest is merely 

tenacity. 

~Amelia Earhart 

 HVAC Maintenance Tips 
 

The	   average	   household	   spends	   several	  
thousand	   dollars	   a	   year	   on	   energy	   bills,	   and	  
nearly	   half	   of	   that	   comes	   from	   heating	   and	  
cooling	   costs.	   With	   the	   summer	   heat	   ready	   to	  
peak,	   homeowners	   across	   the	   country	   are	  
turning	   their	   air	   conditioning	   up	   to	   full	   blast.	  
But	   you	   can	   save	   electricity	   and	   avoid	   hefty	  
repair	   bills	   by	   giving	   your	   HVAC	   system	   an	  
annual	  check-‐up.	  
	  

DIY	  Maintenance:	  
	  

Clean/change	   the	   air	   filter.	  If	   you	   only	  make	  
one	  tune-‐up	  this	  season,	  replace	  your	  air	  filter	  –	  
doing	   so	   can	   lower	   your	   air	   conditioner's	  
energy	   consumption	   by	  up	   to	   15%.	   In	   the	  
summertime,	   you	   should	   wash	   your	   reusable	  
filter	   or	   replace	   your	   disposable	   one	   once	   per	  
month.	  	  
	  

Clear	  the	  area	  around	  the	  outdoor	  unit.	  Keep	  
vegetation	  at	   least	  two	  feet	  away	  from	  the	  unit	  
so	  it	  is	  free	  to	  pull	  in	  air.	  This	  includes	  raking	  up	  
leaves	  in	  the	  fall.	  
	  

Calling	  in	  a	  Professional:	  
	  

Some	   parts	   of	   a	   thorough	   annual	   check-‐up	  
require	  disassembling	  an	  AC	  unit,	  so	  you'll	  have	  
to	   call	   a	   service	   technician	   for	   a	   quick,	  
professional	  check-‐up.	  The	  technician	  will:	  
	  

Clear	   the	   drain.	  A	   clogged	   drain	   can	   waste	  
nearly	  as	  much	  energy	  as	  a	  dirty	   filter	  because	  
your	  unit	  has	   to	  work	  harder	   to	  send	  out	  even	  
less	  cool	  air.	  
	  

Clean	   the	   outdoor	   and	   indoor	   units.	  The	  
technician	  will	  keep	  the	  outdoor	  condenser	  fan	  
running	   efficiently	   by	   cleaning	   the	   fan	   blades,	  
and	  will	  maintain	   the	   unit's	   ability	   to	   cool	   the	  
air	   moving	   through	   it	   by	   removing	  dust	   and	  
other	  buildup	  from	  the	  indoor	  evaporator	  coil.	  

 
 

 
 
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

Did you know that it only takes about a tablespoon of water for mosquito eggs to hatch? Imagine the amount of breeding that could take place in your 
gutters and downspouts. This is why it is important to keep your gutters clean. They should be cleaned at least twice a year. If you have trees that shed a 
lot, such as pine trees, then you should be cleaning them four times a year. 

 

 
	  

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

	  

                    
 
	  

Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire escape plan. When there is a fire, smoke spreads 
fast. Working smoke alarms give you early warning so you can get outside quickly. 
 

Safety tips: 
1. Install smoke alarms inside and outside each bedroom and sleeping area. Install 

alarms on every level of the home. Install alarms in the basement near the gas-fired 
equipment. 

2. Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 
3. It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms. When one smoke alarm sounds they 

all sound. 
4. Test all smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the test button to be sure the 

alarm is working. 
5. There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms are quicker to warn about 

flaming fires. Photoelectric alarms are quicker to warn about smoldering fires. It is 
best to use both types of alarms in the home. 

6. A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall. Keep smoke alarms 
away from the kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be at least 10 feet (3 
meters) from the stove. 

7. People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use special alarms. These alarms have 
strobe lights and bed shakers. 

8. Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old. 
9. Replace smoke alarm batteries once every year. Christmas is a good time to do this 

each year. 
 

 
 
 

	  

Joke Of The Month 
	  
A husband asks his wife, "Honey, if I died, would you remarry?" 
The wife replied, "After a considerable period of grieving, I guess I would. We all need 
companionship." 
 

Husband: "If I died and you remarried," the husband asks, "would he live in this house?" 
Wife: "We've spent a lot of money getting this house just the way we want it. I'm not 
going to get rid of my house. I guess he would." 
 

Husband: "If I died and you remarried, and he lived in this house," the husband asks, 
"would he sleep in our bed?" 
Wife: "Well, the bed is brand new, and it cost us $2000. It's going to last a long time, 
so I guess he would." 
 

Husband: "If I died and you remarried, and he lived in this house and slept in our bed, 
would he use my golf clubs?" 
Wife: "Oh, no!" the wife replies. "He's left-handed!" 
	  

9 Smoke Alarm Safety Tips 


