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Mike Forner’s Home Services:
My mission is to treat your home with the same
passion and attention to detail that I use on my own
home.
Ice	
  Dams	
  
	
  

What	
  is	
  an	
  ice	
  dam?	
  
An ice dam, on a smaller scale, is a problem of house and building maintenance in cold
climates. An ice dam can occur when snow accumulates on the slanted roof of a house
with inadequate insulation. Heat conducted through the insufficient insulation and warm
air from the attic bypasses warms the roof and melts the snow on those areas of the roof
that are above living spaces, but does not melt the snow on roof overhangs. Melt water
flows down the roof, under the blanket of snow, onto the eave and into the gutter, where
colder conditions on the overhang cause it to freeze. Eventually, ice accumulates along
the eave and in the gutter. Snow that melts later cannot drain properly through the ice
on the eave and in the gutter, resulting in leaks to the roof space resulting in damaged
ceilings, walls, roof structure and insulation.
[4]

	
  Preventing	
  and	
  dealing	
  with	
  ice	
  dams	
  
Controlling the heat loss from the home can prevent ice dams.
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Remove snow from the roof. This eliminates one of the ingredients necessary for the
formation of an ice dam. A "roof rake" and push broom can be used to remove snow,
but may damage the roofing materials.
In an emergency situation where water is flowing into the house structure, making
channels through the ice dam allows the water behind the dam to drain off the roof.
Hosing with tap water on a warm day will do this job. Work upward from the lower
edge of the dam. The channel will become ineffective within days and is only a
temporary solution to ice dam damage.
First, make the ceiling airtight so no warm, moist air can flow from the house into the
attic space.
After sealing air leakage paths between the house and attic space, consider
modifying the ceiling/roof insulation to cut down on heat loss by conduction.
Installing roof & gutter heat cables is another viable option to consider.

Both of these actions will increase the snow load that your roof has to carry because it will no
longer melt. Can your roof carry the additional load? If it is built to current codes, there should
not be a structural problem. Roofs, like the rest of the home, should have been designed to
withstand expected snow loads.
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Winter Preparation Checklist

We all know with winter approaching there are a number of things that we should be doing and having done to
get our homes ready for the cold weather. To save you some time figuring out what all those things are, here's a
winter preparation checklist of things you should have inspected by a professional and things you can do
yourself.

Upcoming Events

Winter Preparation Checklist: Inspected By Professional
1.

Have your furnace professionally serviced. This includes cleaning and checking the intake &
exhaust pipes, supply lines, ducts, filters, thermostat & heat exchanger

2.

If you have a fireplace, have your chimney cleaned to get rid of any creosote build up. Also have
your fireplace damper checked to be sure it is opening and closing properly.

3.

Have the glass in your windows and doors inspected for any cracks or breaks. Have any broken
or cracked glass replaced.

4.

Have the caulking around your doors and windows
looked at. Have any that is cracked or peeling
removed and have fresh new caulking installed.

5.

Have leaves and debris cleaned out of your gutters
so fall rains and melting snow this winter won't
freeze and pull them right off your house.

Located in Downtown Ann Arbor.

6.

Have any tree branches that are overhanging your
roof or are close to electric or utility wires trimmed.

* Holiday Nights at Greenfield

7.

Have your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors inspected and tested to be sure they're working
and have fresh batteries.

8.

Have the water supply to your outside taps turned off and drain the water supply lines leading to
them. Remove garden hoses from the hose bibs!

9.

Have your handrails and walkways inspected to be sure they are in good condition. If they need
work, now's the time to have them repaired, before the snow and ice hits.

That Might Interest
You…
* Midnight Madness on
December 2nd. Enjoy shopping
well into the evening, as stores
stay open late. Holiday lights
abound in trees and windows
making it a truly festive evening
downtown. Sidewalk
entertainment from 7pm - 9pm.

Village Marvel at the splendor of
a turn-of-the-century oldfashioned holiday experience
complete with carolers and live
reindeer along candlelit paths at
this historic location. Dates
include December 2-3, 9-10, 1623 and 26-27; 6:30pm-10pm.

* Merry Christmas!!!! Sunday

Winter Preparation Checklist: Things to be done yourself
1.

Purchase or chop a supply of firewood and store it outside, away from your home's foundation.

2.

Drain all your hoses and put them away in your shed or garage. If you have a lawn or garden
sprinkler system be sure to drain it and blow out the lines as well.

3.

Drain the gas from your lawn mower and any other engines that won't be used until next spring.
Getting the gas out of the tank will prevent old gas from gumming up the carburetors, making
the engines easier to start next spring. Run the engine until the carburetor is empty.

4.

Make sure your snow blower will start and have it serviced if there is a problem.

5.

Make sure your snow shovel is in good repair and replace it if it's not.

6.

Plant your spring bulbs and dig up any bulbs (such as dahlias) that won't survive in the cold.

7.

Buy some bags of salt, ice melt or sand so you can avoid the mad rush when that first snow fall
comes.

8.

Gather the phone numbers of your utility companies as well as your repair technician and store
them near your telephone or tape them inside your phone book. List Consumers Energy, DTE &
Mike Forner’s Home Services.

9.

Consider having an automatic back up generator installed so your home will be able to function
even without utility power.

December 25th.
*Happy New Years Eve!!!!
Saturday December 31st.
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Trans-Siberian Orchestra
Trans-Siberian Orchestra (often abbreviated to TSO) is an American
progressive rock band founded in 1993 by producer, composer, and lyricist
Paul O'Neill, who brought together Jon Oliva and Al Pitrelli (both members
of Savatage) and keyboardist and co-producer Robert Kinkel to form the
core of the creative team. Since then, TSO has sold nearly 8 million concert
tickets and 8.5 million albums. The band's musical style incorporates
classical, orchestral, symphonic, and progressive elements into hard rock and
heavy metal.
In 1993, Paul O’Neill accepted Atlantic Records offer to start his own band but only if he could do something
completely different. When asked what that meant he said he wanted to build on all the bands that he worshiped; with
each song written so they would stand alone but when woven into a tapestry would create a story that would give the song
a third dimension (a code brilliantly cracked by The Who) with special effects fire power (pioneered by Pink Floyd.) The
band would be musically driven, as opposed to celebrity driven, drawing it members from every age group, from
musicians in their teens, twenties, thirties, forties and one old timer in his mid fifties (Paul). The band would draw from
the best of the rock, metal, progressive, classical, R&B and theatrical worlds, the only thing that would matter was that
you had to be great. Paul also mentioned he would need a full symphony in the studio but not necessarily on the road and
also twenty-four lead singers. When asked why, he replied that this way it would be the ideal rock band with no artificial
limits. Amazingly, Atlantic Records kind of rolled their eyes but agreed to bank roll the project.
The band is most famous for their series of rock operas: Christmas Eve and Other Stories, The Christmas Attic,
Beethoven's Last Night, The Lost Christmas Eve (the final installment of their Christmas trilogy), and their two-disc
magnum opus Night Castle (for which they do an annual fall/winter tour). Trans-Siberian Orchestra is also known for
their extensive charity work and elaborate concerts, which are complete with a full orchestra, a massive light show, lasers,
dozens of pyrotechnics, moving trusses, video screens, and other effects that are synchronized to the music. Billboard
Magazine has ranked then in the top ten ticket selling bands in the first decade of the new millennium. They have
remained in the top ten in 2010 & 2011, consistently out drawing the biggest artist from every genre of the music industry.
Trans-Siberian Orchestra Winter Tour 2011 Schedule
Location
The Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI
The Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI

Date
Sat, 12/17/11
Sat, 12/17/11

Time
03:00 PM
08:00 PM

Creamy Hot Cocoa
Ingredients
• 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa

Directions
1.

powder

•
•
•
•
•
•

3/4 cup white sugar
1 pinch salt
1/3 cup boiling water
3 1/2 cups milk
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 cup half-and-half cream

3

Combine the cocoa, sugar and pinch of salt in a
saucepan. Blend in the boiling water. Bring this mixture to
an easy boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for about 2
minutes. Watch that it doesn't scorch. Stir in 3 1/2 cups
of milk and heat until very hot, but do not boil! Remove
from heat and add vanilla. Divide between 4 mugs. Add
the cream to the mugs of cocoa to cool it to drinking
temperature.

Wise Home Owner Tip

How To Win Friends
& Influence People
By Dale Carnegie
Six Ways To Make
People Like You:
The Royal road to a
person’s heart is to
talk about the things
he or she treasures
most. Talking in
terms of the other
person’s interests
pays off for both
parties.
Howard Z. Herzig, a
leader in the field of
employee
communications, has
always followed this
principle. When asked
what reward he got
from it, Mr. Herzig
responded that he
not only received a
different reward from
each person, but that
in general the reward
had been an
enlargement of his
life each time he
spoke to someone.

	
  
	
  
Holiday	
  Safety	
  Tips:	
  

	
  

Keep your family safe this holiday season by following these safety tips:
Trees:

•

•

•

When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label "Fire Resistant." Although this label does not
mean the tree won't catch fire, it does indicate the tree will resist burning and should extinguish
quickly.
When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. A fresh tree is green; needles are hard to pull
from branches and when bent between your fingers, needles do not break. The trunk butt of a fresh
tree is sticky with resin, and when tapped on the ground, the tree should not lose many needles.
When setting up a tree at home, place it away from fireplaces and radiators. Because heated rooms
dry live trees out rapidly, be sure to keep the stand filled with water. Place the tree out of the way
of foot traffic and do not block doorways.

Lights:

•
•
•
•
•

Indoors or outside, only use lights that have been tested for safety by a recognized testing
laboratory, which indicates conformance with safety standards.
Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose
connections, and throw out damaged sets.
Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord.
Never use electric lights on a metallic tree. The tree can become charged with electricity from
faulty lights, and a person touching a branch could be electrocuted.
Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house walls, or other firm supports to protect the lights
from wind damage. Use only insulated staples, not nails or tacks, to hold strings in place. Or, run
strings of lights through hooks (available at hardware stores).

	
  

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At:
P: (734) 340-3688
F: (734) 527-6061
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com

	
  
	
  
	
  

Principle 5: Talk in
terms of the other
person’s Interests.

What Could Be More Popular Than Duct Tape?
WD-40 was invented by Norm Larsen to drive away water and prevent corrosion in
Atlas Missiles. WD-40 stands for Water Displacement, 40th formula and you can
spray your snow shovel with WD-40 to prevent snow from sticking to it when you're
shoveling. Stay tuned for some surprising uses for WD-40.

Stay Tuned…

Uplifting Quote of
The Month

Joke of The Month
As we were putting out cookies for Santa on Christmas Eve, I accidentally
dropped one. "No problem," I said, picking it up and dusting it off before
placing it back on the plate.
"You can’t do that," argued my four-year-old.

“Blessed is the season, which engages
the whole world in a conspiracy of
love.”

"Don’t worry. Santa will never know."

~H am ilton W right M abie

He shot me a look. "So he knows if I’ve been bad or good, but he doesn’t
know the cookie fell on the floor?"
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