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Proper	  Downspout	  Drainage:	  
It	  is	  critical	  and	  must	  be	  maintained!	  

 

One inch of rainfall can drop 623 gallons of water onto the roof of a 1,000-square-foot home - and through 
the gutter downspouts. The water can cause serious and expensive flooding and foundation problems if it 
collects around your house. Here are several relatively simple solutions for poor downspout drainage, 
including straight and flexible extensions and various underground piping plans. 
 

Add	  Downspout	  Extenders	  
 

            If you have well-drained soil sloping away from the foundation, simple downspout extenders may be all you 
need to improve downspout drainage. Consider a straight, folding vinyl extension. Another option is the accordion-style flexible extender. 
These extenders can be bent into any angle to move the downflow away from a patio, for example. 
 

Either extension should end on a splashblock. Some experts don't give much credence to plastic or cement splashblocks. They may not be the 
perfect solution for downspout drainage issues, but splashblocks at least spread water so it doesn't pool directly under a narrow downspout. 
 

Pipe	  Water	  Away	  from	  House	  
 

To divert water farther from the house, you might consider a French drain or other 
trench drainage system. A French drain (named after American drainage expert Henry 
French, not the country) is a trench that slopes away from the house at least ¼-inch 
per foot and empties onto open ground far from the house. Fill the bottom of the 
trench with gravel, then lay in a flexible or solid pipe and cover with more gravel and 
soil or sod. The original French drains had no pipe, and you can make a hybrid 
system with a porous pipe. 
 

Bury	  Drainage	  Pipes	  
 

If the yard doesn't slope enough for a French drain, you might need to build a more 
complex pipe trench. Most municipal ordinances no longer allow homeowners to 
attach downspout pipes directly to the storm sewer system. However, you can build 
an underground drainage system - a sloping, buried run of PVC pipe that carries 
water into a gravel-filled posthole or a dry well.  

 

Improving downspout drainage is cheaper and simpler than fixing potential 
foundation problems caused by rainwater pooling around your house. 
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Mike Forner’s Home Services:  
My mission is to treat your home with the same passion 
and attention to detail that I use on my own home. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Stay tuned next month for air-conditioning tips! 
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You have to put up with negative email, but ...  
 
Are you sure your own emails don't have negative tones? When you speak to 
someone face-to-face, it's easy to determine whether your message is getting across 
and whether you need to say more or less on a subject. When you speak to people on 
the telephone, you can judge how the communication is going by the tones and 
inflections in their voices.    
 
You have none of these advantages in an email. Usually it's dashed off quickly, just 
giving the facts and opinions without much thought on how they will be received. It 
happens that the sender doesn't even care. It's a one-sided communication and the 
person on the other end is just supposed to take it, regardless of the circumstances 
involved.   
 
People often say they don't have time to really think about the tone       
of what they write. It seems to be a common line of thought. Email               
should also be an effective communication. But sometimes when          
the writer is trying to be enthusiastic, it sounds pushy, or so thought                         
one CEO.   
 
To help himself and others, he created a program called ToneCheck. It points out 
sentences, phrases and words in an email that give off a negative tone. Businesses can 
purchase ToneCheck and create a company tone threshold, resulting in employees 
communicating in a more positive light. The program is free for now.  One thing it 
certainly does, according to Inc., is help people slow down and think about what 
they're writing. That's one of the best ways to create an email that works without 
ruffling anyone's feathers. ToneCheck runs your written communications through a 
“sentiment analysis engine.” It determines the emotional tone of the text based on 
input from thousands of volunteers who rated text collected from across the Web.  It's 
like a spell checker for your emotions.  
 

Upcoming April Events 
That Might Interest You… 
 
 
 
 
 
	  

 
	  
	  

*	  Good	  Friday	  on	  April	  6th	  &	  Easter	  
Sunday	  on	  April	  8th	  2012.	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*	  It’s	  Detroit’s	  annual	  spring	  ritual	  and	  
the	  biggest	  party	  of	  the	  year,	  The	  
Detroit	  Tigers	  Home	  Opener.	  The	  
Detroit	  Tigers	  take	  on	  the	  Boston	  Red	  
Sox	  at	  Comerica	  Park	  on	  Thursday,	  April	  
5	  at	  1:05	  p.m.	  	  Join	  97.1	  The	  Ticket,	  
Detroit’s	  Sports	  Station	  and	  radio	  home	  
for	  Tigers	  Baseball,	  at	  the	  annual	  97.1	  
The	  Ticket	  Opening	  Day	  Block	  
Party,	  Thursday,	  April	  5,	  2012	  from	  10	  
a.m.	  –	  6	  p.m.	  in	  Grand	  Circus	  Park,	  
downtown	  Detroit.	  Admission	  to	  the	  
Block	  Party	  is	  FREE. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

*	  April	  Fools	  Day	  on	  Sunday	  April	  1st.	  
	  

*	  Great	  Lakes	  Art	  Fair	  located	  at	  
Suburban	  Collection	  Showplace	  in	  Novi	  
from	  April	  13th	  	  through	  April	  15th.	  This	  
year’s	  fair	  will	  include	  blacksmith	  
demonstrations,	  the	  Generation	  Next	  
Art	  Displays-‐featuring	  student	  art,	  
entertainment,	  and	  200	  booths	  offering	  
beautiful	  and	  original	  artwork.	  Ladies	  
receive	  half	  off	  admission	  on	  Friday.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

What Mike Has Been Reading & Doing: 
What Mike has been reading:  
 

The People’s Tycoon by Steve Watts: How a Michigan farm boy 
became the richest man in America is a classic, almost mythic tale, 
but never before has Henry Ford’s outsized genius been brought to 
life so vividly as it is in this engaging and superbly researched 
biography. (The picture to the left is Henry Ford.) 

 

Ameritopia by Mark R. Levin: President Ronald Reagan warned, “Freedom is never 
more than one generation away from extinction.” Levin agrees, and with Ameritopia, 
delivers another modern political classic, an indispensable guide for America in our 
time and in the future. 
 

What Mike has been doing: 
 

In the fall of this year, Mike will be moving from his present location closer to where it 
all began on April 8th 1959 at Beyer Hospital in Ypsilanti. Happy Birthday Mike!!!! 
 

Mike has been working on his PADI Scuba Open Water Diver Certification. Recently 
he took a trip and tried diving for the first time. He loved it so much that when he got 
home he went right to work getting his diving certification. He has passed his 
classroom and confined dive tests and awaits the four open water dives to complete 
the process.  
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Earth Day History 
 

Earth day first began in the United States in 1970. United States Senator Gaylord Nelson started this celebration on April 22, 
1970. 
 

April 22 was selected because of its location in the year. The day was originally meant to be an educational day, so Nelson 
wanted to ensure that college students were going to be in session during this day. He felt that more people would be reached 
if they were in class during this time. Controversy immediately surrounded this day because it also happened to be the birthday 
of Vladimir Lenin. 
 

Earth Day Then and Now 
 

On the very first Earth Day, New York City decided to get involved by shutting down 5th Avenue as well as utilizing Central Park as the central area for celebrating. It 
was estimated that nearly one million people participated in New York City alone. Since New York City was the headquarters of all of the major news media, the very 
first Earth Day was highly publicized. 
 

In Philadelphia, Earth week was created because of the very first Earth Day. The first group of people felt that devoting only one day to environmental awareness 
would not be enough time to have any actual impact on the planet. Instead, they held an entire week of events. This initial celebration was so popular that it 
immediately became a national holiday. 
 

1990 marked the 20th celebration of Earth day. This celebration was much better publicized and as a result, more people participated. 1990’s Earth Day activities 
created a big boost towards worldwide recycling efforts. This was also the year that Earth Day went worldwide. 
 

Earth Day is now celebrated in over 100 countries across the globe. Through the years Earth day evolved and many different organizations were formed including 
Earth Day USA, which helped organize Earth day events throughout the United States. Earth day 2000 marked the first year that the day was organized primarily 
through the use of the Internet. The Internet allowed for better networking, and as a result thousands of activists were allowed to interact with one another and create 
a more organized event. 
 

Earth Day Around the World 
Earth Day events occur all across the globe. These events are meant to inspire not only the countries they are held in, but 
also people all over the world. 
 

In Thailand, Monks from all across the country gather and participate in a mass meditation ceremony. This ceremony is 
meant to encourage world peace through creating inner peace among the group. 
 

In Canada, Earth Day is actually celebrated all year by multiple wild life parks promoting better environmental practices. 
 

In Spain, a festival is held each year that only uses eco-friendly products. During this festival attendees are able to celebrate 
through food and dancing. They are also educated on new ways to protect the environment. 
 

In Bulgaria a world energy forum is held. Leaders from all over the world attend this forum. 

 

Costa Rica combined Twitter and Earth Day creating an event called Twearth day. During Twearth day followers are able to 
follow events that are happening in the jungles of Costa Rica all week. 
 

We only have one earth so let’s not be malicious to it. 
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Directions	  
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C).  
2. Melt the butter in an ovenproof skillet over medium-high heat, and 

brown the chicken breasts about 3 minutes on each side. Remove 
chicken from the skillet, and set aside. Add the onion and 
asparagus to the skillet; cook for 4 to 5 minutes, or until the onions 
are tender. Arrange the chicken breasts over the onions and 
asparagus, and season with tarragon. Pour soup over chicken.  

3. Cover the skillet, and bake for 15 minutes in the preheated oven. 
Remove cover, sprinkle with almonds, and bake for another 5 
minutes.  

4. Meanwhile, combine water and rice in a saucepan. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat, cover, and simmer for 20 minutes. Serve chicken 
and asparagus over rice.  

 

Ingredients	  
• 1 teaspoon unsalted butter 
• 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves 
• 1 onion, finely diced 
• 1 pound fresh asparagus, trimmed and cut 

into 2 1/2 inch pieces 
• 1 teaspoon dried tarragon 
• 1 1/2 cups cream of chicken soup 
• 1/4 cup sliced almonds 
• 1 1/3 cups water 
• 2/3 cup uncooked long grain white rice 

	  
 

 

 

Creamy Chicken Asparagus Casserole Recipe 
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Uplifting Quote of The Month 
 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
          Making Your Home More Green (Earth Friendly) 

 
1. Touch Points: Anything we come in contact with is a good place to start. Look at 

your bath water, dishwater, clothing & cleaning solutions. For clothing, clean your 
favorites with all-natural plant-based cleaners or use safe synthetic cleaning 
materials for garb if you have chemically sensitive skin. 

 
2. Use Less Energy: When you need to cool off on a hot day, instead of cranking up 

the air conditioner, create a cross breeze by opening two windows. Before you 
head out the door in the morning for your commute, be sure that all the windows 
are shut tight so that the heat is trapped within the home, thereby decreasing the 
need to hike up the thermostat on cool nights. 

 
3. Extreme Bedroom Makeover: change out your pillow, mattress & sheets. 

Replace them with bedding that doesn’t include flame retardant or synthetic 
treatment and go for organic cotton sheets without silicone coating. 

 
4. Label Check: Be sure to read the labels on your cleaning materials. Skip anything 

that contains phthalates, formaldehyde, ammonia or bleach. For those who love 
using bleach for deep cleaning, try oxygenated bleach, which is very 
environmentally friendly as it breaks down into natural soda ash and/or borax after 
the oxygen is released. 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
How to win people to your way of 
thinking: 
 

If we know we are going to be 
rebuked anyhow, isn’t it far better 
to beat the other person to it and 
do it ourselves? Isn’t it much easier 
to listen to self-criticism than to 
bear the condemnation from alien 
lips? 
 

Say about yourself all the 
derogatory things you know the 
other person is thinking or wants to 
say or intends to say – and say 
them before that person has a 
chance to say them. The chances 
are a hundred to one that a 
generous, forgiving attitude will be 
taken and your mistakes will be 
minimized. 
 

There is a certain degree of 
satisfaction in having the courage 
to admit one’s errors. It not only 
clears the air of guilt and 
defensiveness, but also often helps 
solve the problem created by the 
error. 
 

Principle 3: If you are wrong, admit 
it quickly and emphatically. 
 

Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

Four high school boys afflicted with spring fever 
skipped morning classes. After lunch they reported 
to the teacher that they had a flat tire.  
 

Much to their relief she smiled and said, "Well, you 
missed a test today so take seats apart from one 
another and take out a piece of paper."  
 

Still smiling, she waited for them to sit down. Then 
she said: "First Question: Which tire was flat?"  
 

	  
 

“By fighting you never get enough, 
but by yielding you get more than 

you expected.” 
~ Old Proverb 

 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That WD-40 can help protect wheelbarrows, lawnmowers, shovels, 

pruners and other important tools from rust? It was originally invented 

to protect the outer skin of the Atlas Missile from rust and corrosion 

by displacing water. Just Spray it on! 
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“And spring arose on the garden fair, 

Like the spirit of love felt everywhere; 

And each flower and herb on Earth’s dark breast 

Rose from the dreams of its wintry rest.” 

 

~Percy Bysshe Shelly 
 


