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Americans often spend more money on remodeling their homes than they would spend on a new car, and too 
many of them spend less time choosing a remodeler than they do choosing a car.  
 

Do You Know What You Want? 
Before you look for a professional remodeler, think through your needs, wants, and desires from start to finish. Hiring a 
designer would be really helpful during this process (See the front-page article in June’s newsletter). A designer can help you 
look at features you like in other homes and imagine how you might incorporate what you like about those homes into yours. A 
designer can also assist you with picking layout, colors, textures, lighting, and materials and give you a vision for how you will 
use the space in the future. A designer can aid you in conveying your ideas to the remodeler that you choose, as specifically and 
concretely as you can. If you successfully communicate your ideas to a professional remodeler, they will be able to transform 
your ideas into reality. 
 

How Do I Find A Professional Remodeler? 
Consumers should choose a remodeler in the same way that they would 
choose any professional. Look for expert skills, experience, rapport, and the 
recommendations of ongoing and/or recent customers and other 
knowledgeable people you trust. You do not necessarily look for the lowest 
price. To obtain enough information to decide whom to interview,  
         prospective remodeling customers should do the 
                                 following: Ask neighbors, family, and friends who 
         have had remodeling work done. Call your local 
         homebuilders association for a list of remodelers. 
         The National Association of Home Builders  
         (NAHB) has over 800 affiliated local and state 
         builder associations that will be happy to give you 
         the names of their members who offer remodeling 
         services. Find out how long the firms have been in 
         business and whether the firm has plenty of 
experience with your type of job. 

         
Continued on page 2… 
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Mike Forner’s Home Services:  
My mission is to treat your home with the same passion 
and attention to detail that I use on my own home. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Stay tuned next month as Mike highlights a part of your home that you never really see up 
close but is vital in keeping your pillow dry during a rainstorm…your roof! 
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Which Remodeler Will Work For Me? 
After you have compiled a short list of remodelers that seem well suited for your job, interview 
them in depth, and check on their credentials and professional reputation. Some steps for 
checking those elements are listed below: 
 

• Call your local Better Business Bureau and you local government’s consumer affairs 
office to see if they have information about any remodeler you are considering. Find out 
whether they have any complaints about the firm or any other relevant information on 
file. 

 

• Ask the remodeler for local references and call the references to see if they were satisfied 
with the remodeler’s work. Ask former customers about the remodeler’s reliability, 
quality level, problem-solving ability, accessibility, and promptness. Ask whether they 
would hire the remodeler again. If possible, go and look at finished projects.  

 

• Ask the remodeler if the company is insured against claims covering worker’s 
compensation, property damage, and personal liability in case of accidents. Ask to see a 
copy of the certificate of insurance or ask for the name of the remodeler’s insurance 
carrier and agency to verify that the remodeler has this insurance.  

 

• Contractors working on residential or a combination of residential and commercial 
buildings must be licensed. Ask to see a copy of the document to ensure that the 
remodeler is properly licensed. Electricians, plumbers and HVAC contractors also have 
to be licensed. Also, find out if your remodeler is a Certified Graduate    
Remodeler. Certified Graduate Remodeler (CGR) is a professional               
credentials program sponsored by the NAHB Remodelers Council. All                  
Certified Graduate Remodelers must complete the program’s               
educational requirements and meet prescribed standards of business                   
experience and practices including ongoing further education to                             
maintain their license. 

 

• Evaluate the remodeler’s problem-solving ability. Ask the remodeler for examples of 
how they solved problems for other customers. 

 

• Does the remodeler really listen to your ideas, suggest ways to make them work, and 
indicate enthusiasm for your proposed job? 

 

• Would you feel comfortable dealing with this person for the duration of the 
construction? Strong rapport and close communication with a remodeler can make a job 
go well. To proceed, your answer to this question should be an unqualified yes. 

 

Choosing the right remodeler for you is the most important first step you can take when beginning 
a remodeling job on your home.  Knowing what you want your project to look like, asking for 
recommendations, checking references, and verifying that your remodeler is licensed & insured 
properly are crucial when choosing your remodeler. Most important though, is making sure that 
you have a good rapport with your remodeler. You want them to be someone you won’t mind 
working with for the duration of your project. 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  In	  July	  That	  
Might	  Interest	  You…	  

	  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Independence	  Day	  on	  Wednesday,	  July	  
4th	  2012.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  annual	  Manchester	  Chicken	  Broil	  
will	  be	  held	  Thursday,	  July	  19,	  2012	  from	  
4:00	  PM	  until	  8:00	  PM	  at	  the	  Alumni	  

Memorial	  Field	  in	  beautiful	  Manchester,	  
Michigan,	  just	  15	  miles	  southwest	  of	  Ann	  

Arbor.	  This	  long-‐time	  civic	  event	  is	  
considered	  the	  largest	  event	  of	  its	  kind,	  
serving	  approximately	  12,000	  meals	  in	  a	  
four-‐hour	  period.	  Net	  proceeds	  from	  this	  
event	  are	  used	  to	  benefit	  a	  variety	  of	  

causes	  in	  the	  Manchester	  area,	  including	  
the	  public	  schools,	  community	  parks,	  
library	  and	  local	  civic	  organizations.	  

	  
*	  Come	  check	  out	  the	  Artisan	  Market	  

located	  in	  the	  Historic	  Kerrytown	  District	  
in	  Downtown	  Ann	  Arbor.	  Market	  Hours:	  

May	  -‐	  December:	  Wednesday	  &	  
Saturday,	  7	  a.m.	  to	  3	  p.m.	  

May	  -‐	  September:	  Wednesday,	  4:30	  p.m.	  
to	  8:30	  p.m.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  Annual	  Ann	  Arbor	  Street	  Art	  Fair	  
From	  July	  18th	  to	  the	  23rd.	  W-‐F:	  10am-‐

9pm	  Sat:	  10am	  –	  6pm.	  
	  

	  

 

 

 

What Mike’s Been Doing: 
 

* He is working for some great clients! 
 

* He received his Advance Open Water Diver certification  
in May this year. 
 

* He is scheduled to take the Red Cross First Aid, CPR,  
and AED course this moth along with the PADI  
Rescue Diver Certification course. 
 

* At the persistent advice of one of his closest friends  
he is frantically trying to work “on” his business Regularly. 
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The Birth Of American Independence 
 
 

When the initial battles in the Revolutionary War broke out in April 
1775, few colonists desired complete independence from Great Britain, 
and those who did were considered radical. By the middle of the 
following year, however, many more colonists had come to favor 
independence, thanks to growing hostility against Britain and the spread 
of revolutionary sentiments such as those expressed in Thomas Paine's 
bestselling pamphlet "Common Sense," published in early 1776.  On June 
7, when the Continental Congress met at the Pennsylvania State House 
(later Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, the Virginia delegate Richard 
Henry Lee introduced a motion calling for the colonies' independence. 
Amid heated debate, Congress postponed the vote on Lee's resolution, but 
appointed a five-man committee--including Thomas Jefferson of 

Virginia, John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania 
and Robert R. Livingston of New York--to draft a formal statement justifying the break with Great Britain.  
 
On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of Lee's resolution for independence in a near-unanimous 
vote (the New York delegation abstained, but later voted affirmatively). On that day, John Adams wrote to his 
wife Abigail that July 2 "will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival" and 
that the celebration should include "Pomp and Parade...Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations 
from one End of this Continent to the other." On July 4th, the Congress formally adopted the Declaration of 
Independence, which had been written largely by Jefferson. Though the vote for actual independence took place 
on July 2nd, from then on the 4th became the day that was celebrated as the birth of American 
independence. The most common symbol of the Fourth of July is the American flag, and a common musical 
accompaniment is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” the national anthem of the United States. 

 

 

Directions	  
1. In a blender or food processor, combine 

ingredients for Jerk Sauce. Whirl until finely 
minced. 

2. Gently pull husks back from corn without 
tearing from cob. Remove and discard silk. 
Rinse corn and pat dry. Smear about one 
tablespoon of the sauce over each ear. 

3. Lay husks back around corn; tie near top with 
cotton string to enclose. 

4. Arrange corn on a cooking grate. Place lid on 
grill. Cook (turning occasionally to keep husks 
from burning) until kernels are very hot (15 to 
20 minutes). 

5. Husk corn and serve with more sauce. Season 
to taste with salt. 

Ingredients	  
Jerk Sauce Ingredients: 

• 1 cup chopped green onions 
• ¼ cup lime juice 
• 2 tablespoons EACH dark molasses, 

soy sauce, and chopped fresh ginger 
• 2 cloves garlic 
• 2 fresh jalapeno chilies, seeded and 

chopped 
• ½ teaspoons ground cinnamon 
• ¼ teaspoon EACH ground allspice and 

ground nutmeg 
 
4 large ears of corn (recommended: get locally 
grown sweet corn from a road side stand or 
farmers market, beginning in late July.) 
 
 

   

Roasted Sweet Corn With Jerk Sauce Recipe  
 

 



4

 
 

 
 

Uplifting Quote of The 
Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
4 Summer Energy Saving Tips: 

 
1. Use ceiling fans to increase comfort level. Set your thermostat at 78 degrees    
or higher. For each degree you lower the temperature from the recommended setting, you can increase your bill up to 4%. 
 

2. Don’t place lamps or TV sets near your air conditioner’s thermostat. The 
thermostat senses heat from these appliances, and causes the air conditioning 
to run longer than necessary using more energy. 
 

3. Plant trees or shrubs to shade air conditioning units but not to block the 
airflow. A unit operating in the shade uses as much as 10% less electricity than 
the same one operating in the sun. 
 

4. Have a programmable thermostat installed to adjust the temperature 
automatically and maximize energy savings. When cooling, try programming 
the thermostat to 82 degrees while you are gone in the daytime and return it to 
78 degrees two hours before you get home.  

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
How to win people to your way 
of thinking: 
 
Most people trying to win 
others to their way of thinking 
do too much talking 
themselves. Let the other 
people talk themselves out.  
 
If you disagree with them you 
may be tempted to interrupt, 
but don’t. It is dangerous. 
They won’t pay attention to 
you while they still have a lot 
of ideas of their own crying for 
expression. 
 
Principle 6: Let the other 
person so a great deal of the 
talking. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

You	  Know	  You’re	  A	  Contractor	  If…	  
• Your dog rides in your truck more than your wife. 

 

• You wear specific hats to tool sales, equipment auctions, customer 
appreciation suppers, and vacations. 

 

• You have ever had to wash off in the backyard with a garden hose 
before your wife would let you in the house. 

 

• You've never thrown away a 5-gallon bucket. 
 

• You can remember the square footage, pounds of nails required, 
crew labor rates and permit delays on a house you built 10 years 
ago, but cannot recall your wife's birthday. 

 

• You have driven off the road while checking out the new housing 
development in your neighborhood. 

 

• You've used the same knife to exterminate vermin, peel apples, & 
dig slivers out of your hand. 

 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That If you’re looking to cut back expenses, you should invest in a 
programmable thermostat? You will usually see the return on your investment 
within one year and when used properly, this device can save Homeowners 
enough money to pay for a great night out with someone special.  

  

 

 

“Did you ever see an unhappy horse? Did 

you ever see a bird that had the blues? One 

reason why birds and horses are not 

unhappy is because they are not trying to 

impress other birds and horses.” 
 

~ Dale Carnegie 

 
 

 “If you want enemies, excel your 

friends; but is you want friends, 

let your enemies excel you.” 
 

~ La Rochefoucauld, French 

Philosopher 
 


