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The primary reason for establishing a program for regular roof 
inspections and maintenance is to protect the homeowner’s investment 
that the roof is designed to protect from the intrusion of water. 
 

A properly executed maintenance program will not only extend the 
life of the roof, it will detect minor problems before moisture (leaks), 
fungus, dry rot, and insect damage becomes wide spread. Preventative 
maintenance increases the longevity of your roof system and avoids 
the high cost of roof replacement or, worse yet, repairs or replacement 
to elements inside the roofed area of your precious home. A small 
investment in a planned preventative maintenance program can save 
significant money and time. Identifying and eliminating the cause of 
small issues before they become expensive problems is the goal. A 
preventative maintenance program adds significant service life to your 
roof system. 
 

If you have an interior living space water stain anywhere along the 
eaves or soffit (the exposed underside of any overhead component of 
building) or fascia (the horizontal trim board that is nailed across the 
face of the eave to conceal the rafter tails), further investigation is 
required.  Damaged shingles or roof vents, skylights, wall 
intersections, stacks, valley, and chimney flashing are all common 
elements that need inspection to identify problems. 
 

Continued on page 2… 
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Roof Inspection & Preventative Maintenance 

Continued… 
 

The Federal government (aka the American Taxpayer) which is the largest 
building owner in the United States found that their average roof lasted less 
than five years before leakage occurrence and less than 10 years before 
replacement and as many as 35% of all roofs do not reach their anticipated 
life expectancy. 
 

The life of your roof is directly related to how often it is inspected and how 
quickly small problems are identified and repaired.  A roof inspected semi-
annually (best done in the spring and late fall) can last as much as 50% longer 
than one inspected only when there is a leak.  
 

Maintenance with documentation provides you with a written history of 
repairs, a projected life expectancy and clear budget numbers for future 
expenditures.  This gives you both knowledge and control; also, it will protect 
your asset and provides value. 
 

It goes without saying that if you keep your roof maintained and sound, this 
will help to save you money and provide a safe and healthy environment for 
all occupants. 

 
 

Paraprosdokian	  
A paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is 
surprising or unexpected in a way that causes the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret 
the first part. It is frequently used for humorous or dramatic effect, sometimes producing an 
anticlimax. For this reason, it is extremely popular among comedians and satirists. 
 

Some paraprosdokians not only change the meaning of an early phrase, but they also play on 
the double meaning of a particular word, creating a form of syllepsis. 
 

For	  Instance:	  
• "Take my wife – please!" —Henny Youngman 
• "He was at his best when the going was good." —Alistair Cooke on the 

Duke of Windsor 
• "There but for the grace of God — goes God." —Winston Churchill 
• "If I am reading this graph correctly — I'd be very surprised." —Stephen 

Colbert 
• "You can always count on the Americans to do the right thing—after they 

have tried everything else." —Winston Churchill 
• "On his feet he wore...blisters." —Aristotle 
• "I've had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this wasn't it." —Groucho 

Marx 
• "A modest man, who has much to be modest about." —supposedly Winston 

Churchill, about Clement Attlee 
• "If I could just say a few words... I'd be a better public speaker." —

Homer Simpson 
• "I haven't slept for ten days, because that  

would be too long." —Mitch Hedberg 
• "She was good as cooks go, and as cooks  

go she went." —Saki 

Upcoming	  Events	  In	  August	  That	  
Might	  Interest	  You…	  

 

*	  Come	  check	  out	  the	  Artisan	  Market	  
located	  in	  the	  Historic	  Kerrytown	  District	  in	  

Downtown	  Ann	  Arbor.	  Market	  Hours:	  
May	  -‐	  December:	  Wednesday	  &	  Saturday,	  7	  

a.m.	  to	  3	  p.m.	  
May	  -‐	  September:	  Wednesday,	  4:30	  p.m.	  to	  

8:30	  p.m.	  
	  

*The	  Monroe	  County	  Fair	  located	  at	  the	  
Monroe	  County	  Fairgrounds	  from	  Sunday,	  
July	  24th	  2012	  –	  Saturday,	  August	  4th	  2012.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
*	  The	  Lansing	  JazzFest.	  Entering	  its	  18th	  

year,	  the	  Lansing	  JazzFest	  is	  a	  two-‐day	  FREE	  
music	  festival	  that	  brings	  national,	  regional,	  
and	  local	  acts	  to	  an	  audience	  of	  over	  10,000	  
people	  from	  across	  Michigan	  and	  nearby	  
states.	  This	  year’s	  festival	  will	  take	  place	  
Friday,	  August	  3	  (4:30pm-‐12:30am),	  and	  

Saturday,	  August	  4,	  2012	  (1pm-‐12:30am),	  in	  
the	  streets	  of	  Old	  Town.	  Vendors	  offer	  

delicious	  food,	  beverages,	  art,	  clothing,	  and	  
crafts,	  and	  nearby	  galleries	  and	  boutiques	  
open	  their	  doors	  during	  festival	  hours. 

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  National	  Safe	  at	  Home	  Week.	  The	  last	  
Monday	  through	  Friday	  (27th	  –	  31st)	  in	  

August.	  Its	  goal	  is	  to	  raise	  awareness	  of	  and	  
eliminate	  home-‐related	  injuries.	  

	  

*The	  International	  Wine	  &	  Food	  Festival	  
located	  at	  3554	  Walton	  Blvd.,	  Rochester,	  MI	  
48309.	  	  On	  Saturday,	  August	  25th	  	  2012	  &	  

Sunday	  August	  26th	  2012.	  	  
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Energy Doesn’t Go On Vacation 
A Checklist Before You Go 

 
 

Before you leave for vacation, there are countless details that need to be addressed, like who 
is going to water your plants or even feed the cat or dog. So before you lock up your house 
and hit the road for the start of your well-deserved summer trip, make sure you have made 
the proper preparations to preserve your resources, protect the environment and save a little 
extra money during your holiday. 
 

1. Have the houseplants watered while you are gone. Keeping them healthy means 
maintaining their production of oxygen and absorption of carbon dioxide inside 
your home. Hey, every little bit helps! 

 
2. Turn the thermostat up to minimize cooling. Many units have a vacation setting 

just for this purpose. If not, turn up the thermostat to 80 degrees to reduce your 
cooling while maintaining some humidity control. 

 
3. Turn down the hot water heater. Paying to heat water when you are not home is like pouring money down the drain. Don’t 

turn the water heater off; just place it at its lowest setting. When you return, set it back to 120 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 

4. Turn down the dehumidifier. Or better yet, turn it off depending on your home’s humidity level. 
 

5. Turn off the lights. Specifically, unplug all electronics that pull power even when they are not in use. Chargers, televisions, 
radios, clocks, computers, printers, cable boxes and other appliances, to name a few. The additional benefit: In the event of a 
summer storm while you are gone, they will be protected against damaging electrical surges. 

 
6. Turn on the lights. Well kind of. Use timers for lights and other electronics that need to be on in your absence for security 

purposes. 
 

7. Run a shady business. Pull all window and door shades down to keep the home cooler from the sun’s rays. While you are at 
it, make sure all windows are locked and secured. 

 
8. Hold it, Mr. Postman. Put a hold on subscription-based newspapers to stop waste. Besides, last week’s news is last week’s 

news – you will probably just throw it out anyways when you get home. Additionally, you’ll save money by “extending your 
subscription” for the same number of days it’s put on hold. Also, hold the mail at the post office for security reasons.  

 
9. Plan your route beforehand. Knowing where you are going and choosing the straightest route to getting there will not only 

save money, it will reduce pollution and gas usage too. Go green! (Or take the scenic route & GO BLUE!!!!) 
 

10. Pressure is on. If traveling by car, have it checked out to ensure it’s running at peak performance – including properly 
inflated tires & other necessary regular maintenance. A well-maintained vehicle could also save money and the environment. 

 

Directions	  
1. Coat one side of each tortilla with cooking spray. Place 

tortillas, sprayed sides down, on a cutting board or waxed 
paper. Sprinkle with chicken, feta cheese, red onion, 
cucumber, grape tomatoes, olives, parsley, and oregano. 
Drizzle with dressing. Fold tortillas in half, pressing gently. 

 
2. Heat a large nonstick skillet over medium heat for 1 minute. 

Cook quesadillas, two at a time, over medium heat for 4 to 6 
minutes or until light brown, turning once. Remove 
quesadillas from skillet; place on a baking sheet. Keep warm 
in a 300 degree F oven. Repeat with remaining quesadillas. To 
serve cut each quesadilla into three wedges. Makes 4 servings. 

Ingredients	  
• Nonstick cooking spray 
• 4 7- to 8-inch whole wheat flour tortillas 
• 1 cup coarsely shredded roasted chicken 
• 1/2 cup feta cheese 
• 1/4 cup thinly sliced red onion 
• 1/4 cup chopped cucumber 
• 1/4 cup grape tomatoes, halved lengthwise 
• 1/4 cup kalamata olives, halved 
• 2 tablespoons whole flat leaf (Italian) parsley 

leaves 
• 1 tablespoon whole fresh oregano leaves 
• 1/4 cup bottled Greek vinaigrette salad 

dressing 
	  
 

 

Greek-Style Quesadillas Recipe 
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Uplifting Quote of The 
Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
Plug Into the sun 

 
Electricity and money are just two of the precious resources that are wasted 
when you use traditional ways to recharge your electronic devices. Use a 
solar charger instead and you wont have to worry about wasting anything. 
Solar chargers are designed to harness energy from the sun so you can 
power up your phone, GPS navigation system, MP3 player, camera and 
countless other electronics devices. And according to the solar charger’s 
manufacturer, it produces up to six hours of talk time on your cell phone. Not 
only do you save money and energy, and reduce your carbon dioxide 
emissions with every use, you also have power when electricity is not 
available. Portable devices need portable power. Find these solar chargers at 
target.com or amazon.com. To find additional solar-powered items, go to 
harborfreight.com/catalogsearch/result?category=&q=solar. 

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 

How to win people to your way 
of thinking: 
 

Don’t you have much more faith 
in ideas that you discover for 
yourself than in ideas that are 
handed to you on a silver 
platter? If so, isn’t it bad 
judgment to try to ram your 
opinions down the throats of 
other people? Isn’t it wiser to 
make suggestions – and let the 
other person think out the 
conclusions? 
 

“The reason why rivers and 
seas receive the homage of a 
hundred mountain streams is 
that they keep below them. 
Thus they are able to reign over 
all the mountain streams.” – 
Lao-tse, a Chinese sage. 
 

No one likes to feel that they 
are being sold something or told 
to do a thing. We much prefer 
to feel that we are buying of our 
own accord or acting on your 
own ideas. We like to be 
consulted about our wishes, our 
wants, and out thoughts. 
 

Principle 7: Let the other person 
feel that the idea is his or hers. 
 

Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

A window salesman phoned a customer. 
  
"Hello, Mr. Brown," said the Sales Rep, "I'm calling because our 
company replaced all the windows in your house with our 
triple-glazed weather-tight windows over a year ago, and you 
still haven't sent us a single payment." 
 
The customer replied, "But you said they'd pay for 
THEMSELVES in 12 months." 
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That WD-40 can be incredibly useful when performing gardening & 

outdoor chores? Some of its many uses include: keeping lawnmower wheels 

turning smoothly, keeping plant supports & hangers from rusting, keeping 

clay soils from sticking to shovels, preventing your rake from rusting & 

keeping your flower pots from sticking together when stacked in storage. 

  

 

 

“ There is a immutable conflict at work in 

life and in business, a constant battle 

between peace and chaos. Neither can be 

mastered, but both can be influenced. 

How you go about that is the key to 

success.“ 
 

~ Philip Knight, Nike chairman 

 
 


