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              Five Key Features That Many Of Today’s Homeowners Want 
    

Whether you’re renovating your existing home or building an entirely new one, resale 

value is a significant consideration when undergoing home construction of any kind. 

The following is a short list of what many of today’s homeowners and buyers are 

looking for – and what they’re ditching as outdated, overdone, or simply impractical. 

Consider these key factors when building or renovating your home. 
 

1. Instead of quantity, choose quality & function. 
 

Many homebuyers are looking to downsize with their next home. What they 

sacrifice in square footage, however, they want to make up for in quality & 

efficiency. Homes with green appliances and energy efficient windows and 

insulation are a big draw for buyers. Family-style open areas and flexible 

spaces as opposed to fixed-purpose rooms are also favored attractions. 
 

2. Instead of a formal dining room, upgrade the kitchen. 
 

One area where buyers agree they want space and quality is in the kitchen. 

Large kitchens with islands are a must-have for many buyers, and those 

that connect to open family rooms are most popular. The focus on family 

and casual entertaining has overtaken the desire for a formal sitting room 

that serves only one purpose. 
 

3. Instead of a whirlpool bath, go for a walk-in shower.  
 

While whirlpool baths are still fairly popular, the newer trend is toward large 

bathtubs and showers.  
Continued on page 2… 
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Upcoming	  Events	  In	  June	  That	  

Might	  Interest	  You…	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Flag	  Day	  on	  Friday,	  June	  14th,	  2013.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Father’s	  Day	  on	  Sunday,	  June	  16th,	  2013.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  Summer	  Solstice	  (or	  the	  longest	  day	  
of	  the	  year)	  on	  Friday,	  June	  21st,	  2013.	  

	  

* Ann	  Arbor	  Summer	  Festival	  Top	  of	  The	  
Park	  Happening	  June	  14th	  –	  July	  7th,	  2013.	  
For	  more	  information	  and	  list	  of	  events	  

please	  visit:	  
http://www.annarborsummerfestival.org/	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  Detroit	  River	  Days	  Festival	  happening	  
June	  21	  –	  23,	  2013.	  As	  the	  Detroit	  

RiverFront	  Conservancy	  celebrates	  its	  10-‐
year	  anniversary	  in	  2013,	  event	  organizers	  
are	  finalizing	  details	  to	  ensure	  that	  this	  
year’s	  Detroit	  River	  Days	  will	  be	  the	  best	  
one	  yet.	  	  The	  2013	  festival	  will	  continue	  to	  
celebrate	  Detroit’s	  maritime,	  ecological	  
and	  culinary	  culture	  while	  again	  featuring	  
many	  proven	  crowd-‐favorite,	  family-‐
friendly	  activities	  and	  programming	  

elements	  from	  previous	  festivals.	  Festival	  
details	  will	  be	  available	  at	  riverdays.com.	  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

 

 

Five Key Features That Many Of Today’s Homeowners Want 
Continued… 

 

A walk-in shower with a sitting area or large soaker tub in the master bathroom 

can be a great alternative to a whirlpool bath, and a more desirable option. 
 

4. Instead of a home theater choose a home office. 
 

Home theaters are quickly becoming a relic of the real-estate bubble that burst 

several years ago. Today’s homebuyers tend to be more practical, and want 

functional spaces that serve every day needs. 
 

5. Instead of an outdoor cooking area, consider an outdoor living room. 
 

As family and togetherness thankfully become a more central theme in the 

home market, so do outdoor spaces. Pleasantly blurring the line between 

indoors and outdoors, an outdoor living room provides the perfect balance of 

comfort and nature. 
 

Make sure your hard-earned dollars are well spent, and the house you build or 

renovate today will meet your needs tomorrow. 
 

 
 

Caring For Your Lawn During The Summer Months 
Lawns often require a lot of work – and water – to remain healthy. Using an irrigation 
system can be an easy and convenient way to keep your lawn healthy. Follow these 
smart irrigation tips to help save money, avoid wasting water and make the most of your 
lawn this summer: 
 

Watering Tips 
Reduce Evaporation: Use mulch in landscaping beds and add organic material to your 
soil to help your lawn and garden retain water. 
 

Water Efficiently: Set your irrigation system to water your lawn at the coolest times of 
day, water in three short sessions instead of one long one and adjust watering schedules 
to fit rainy weather. 

 

Make The Most of Water Usage: Use kitchen compost or water from the fish 
aquarium to fertilize lawns and gardens. 
 

Plan Irrigation Zones: Plan irrigation zones according to the type of watering 
schedule, soil type and sun and shade exposure. 
 

Check Your Irrigation System: Make sure sprinklers water the lawn and not the 
sidewalks, house or driveway. Also, regularly check for leaks, muddy spots and broken 
or clogged sprinkler heads. 
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The Story of Father’s Day 
 

Father's Day is a beautiful festival that acknowledges and appreciates the important role 
played by a father in raising the child and consequently building a stronger society. Though 
fathers have been revered at all times by civilizations across the globe ironically what was 
missing until the last century was the official recognition of the significance of fathers in ones 
life. Father's Day story is the tale of realization of the need for a Father's Day festival 
primarily by Ms Sonora Louise Smart Dodd of Washington. The story narrates Sonora's 
unflagging struggle to officially set a day to honor all fathers. Thanks to Sonora, today 
Fathers Day is celebrated in a large number of countries around the world.  
 
The Beginning of Father's Day Story 
Historians have recorded that there was a tradition to celebrate Father's Day even thousands 
of years ago. Their study say that 4,000 years ago in Babylon a son called Elmesu carved a 
father's day message on a clay card. In his message Elmesu wished his father a long and 
healthy life. There is no knowledge as to what happened to this father son duo but it is 
believed that several countries retained the custom of celebrating Father's Day.  
 

Genesis of Father's Day in Modern Society 
The tradition of celebrating Father's Day as seen today originated in the last century. Though there are several people who are credited for furthering 
the cause of Father's Day, there is far greater acceptance for Ms Sonora Louise Smart Dodd's contribution. A doting daughter from Spokane, 
Washington, Ms Dodd is recognized as the Founder or Mother of the Father's Day Festival.  
 
Inception of the Father's Day took place in Sonora's mind when she happened to hear a Mother's Day sermon in 1909. Sonora, who was 27 then, had 
begun to recognize the hardships her father must have gone through while bringing up his six children alone. When Sonora was 16, her mother had 
died during childbirth. Sonora's father a Civil War veteran by the name of William Jackson Smart raised six children including the newborn on his 
own. Sonora questioned that if there is a day to recognize mothers then why is not there a day to honor fathers?  
 
Many people laughed and joked at Sonora's idea. But her will did not droop. She began a sincere campaign lobbying for the cause of Father's Day. 
Her hard work began to show signs of success when Spokane celebrated its first Father's Day on June 19, 1910 with the support of Spokane 
Ministerial Association and the local Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA). To pay tribute to her affectionate father, Sonora wished that 
Father's Day be celebrated on her father's birthday on June 5, but it so happened that there was not enough time for preparation and the day came to 
be celebrated on third Sunday in the month of June.  
 
The noble idea of celebrating Father's Day became quite popular in US so much so that President Woodrow Wilson approved of the festival in 1916. 
President Calvin Coolidge too supported the idea but it was President Lyndon Johnson who signed a Presidential Proclamation declaring the third 
Sunday of June as Father's Day in 1966. Then in 1972, President Richard Nixon established a permanent national observance of Father's Day to be 
held on the third Sunday of June.  
 
Fathers Day Celebration in Present Time 
Father's Day has become a hugely popular festival. World over people thank their father and pay tribute to them. Most commonly children gift 
Father's Day cards and flowers to their father. Neckties are a popular gift on the occasion of Father's Day. Due to the tradition of giving gifts, cards 
makers, florists and gift sellers campaign for Father's Day Festival in a big way and cash in on the sentiments of the people. 
 

	    

 

Directions	  
 

Step 1: Combine all rub ingredients in a small mixing 
bowl. Set aside. 
 

Step 2: Remove giblets and the neck from chicken. 
Sprinkle all over with rub, including cavity. Open can of 
beer and discard half of it. Place, minced garlic, 
rosemary, thyme, lemon juice, and pepper flakes in it. 
Make sure to pierce two more holes on the top of beer 
can. Place chicken on top of can. 
 

Step 3: Preheat grill for a medium heat. Place chicken 
on the grill balanced by beer can. Grill over indirect 
medium heat for 1 1/2 to 2 hours until internal 
temperature of thigh is 180 degrees. Remove chicken 
when finished cooking and let sit (with beer can still 
intact), for 10 minutes before carving. 

 
 

 

Ingredients	  
 

• 1 whole chicken (about 4 
pounds) 

• 1 12 ounce can beer (room 
temperature) 

• 2 cloves garlic, minced 
• 2 sprigs fresh rosemary 
• 2 teaspoons olive oil 
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme 
• 1/2 teaspoon red pepper 

flakes, crushed 
• Juice of 1 lemon 

 
 
 
 

Beer Can Chicken On The Grill  

• For Rub: 
• 1 teaspoon paprika 
• 1 teaspoon salt 
• 1 teaspoon fresh 

rosemary, chopped 
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme 
• 1/2 teaspoon black 

pepper, ground 
• 1/2 teaspoon lemon 

zest 
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Uplifting Quote of The Month 
 
 

 

 

 How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 

By Dale Carnegie 
 

Part 4: Be a Leader: How to 
Change People Without Giving 
Offense or Arousing 
Resentment. 
 
Chapter 4: No One Likes To 
Take Orders. 
 
Give people the opportunity to 
do things themselves; don’t tell 
your assistant to do things, let 
them do them. Let them learn 
from their mistakes. A 
technique like that makes it 
easy for a person to correct 
errors. A technique like that 
saves a persons’ pride and 
gives him or her a feeling of 
importance, it encourages 
cooperation instead of rebellion. 
 
Asking questions not only 
makes an order more palatable; 
it often stimulates the creativity 
of the persons whom you ask. 
People are more likely to accept 
an order if they have had a part 
in the decision that caused the 
order to be issued. 
 
Principle 4: Ask questions 
instead of giving direct orders.  
 
Stay Tuned… 

        Joke of The Month 
 

“Dad, are bugs good to eat?” asked  
the boy. 
 

“Let’s not talk about such things  
at the dinner table, son,” his father  
replied. 
 

After dinner the father inquired, “Now, son, 
what did you want to ask me?” 
 

“Oh, nothing,” the boy said.  “There was a bug 
in your soup, but now it’s gone.” 
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

Once poison ivy season is in full bloom, make sure you carry moist towelettes with 

you. If you are exposed to the poisonous leaves, wipe the  

affected area right away (within 30 minutes of exposure) and  

it will really help lessen the effects of the poison. And  

remember, the best way to relieve itching from poison ivy is to  

soak the affected area in hot salt water.  

  
 

 
 

 

Wise Home Owner Tip: 

	  

	   	   Five	  Energy	  Saving	  Tips	   	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Up your thermostat. If nobody is home for the day, set your thermostat five degrees higher. 
When you get home from work or a weekend at the beach, drop the thermostat by five degrees. 
The higher the thermostats, the more the savings.  
 
Hold a draft day. Drafts in your home can rally hit you in the pocketbook. To fight back, take a 
tissue paper, walk through your home, and check doorways, windows and baseboards for drafts. 
When the tissue rises, you've got a draft. Seal the draft with caulk and weather-stripping and save 
over the long haul. You can save on your electric bill by sealing the deal.  
 
Live like a vampire. During the day, close blinds and curtains and create a natural cooling 
environment for your home. Heat thrives in daylight -- the more you close out the sun, the more 
you'll save (another good tip when you're away from home all day).  
 
Find your "phantom load rate." If you're leaving gadgets and electronics plugged in -- even if 
they're not turned on -- you're tossing $20 bills out the window. Best bet: Plug them all in to a 
power strip you unplug (or turn off) when you hit the sack at night and the road in the morning.  
 
Don't be a "washout." 90% of your energy use when running the washing machine comes from 
hot water. That's why it's best to use cold water to clean your clothes. Also, load up on loads -- one 
large load is much cheaper to run than two smaller ones back to back.  
	  

	  

	  

 

 


